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			CAMILO JOSÉ CELA

			SPANISH NOVELIST AND POET

			
					Born in La Coruña (Spain) in 1916.

					Died in Madrid in 2002.

					
Literary awards: 
	Prince of Asturias Award for Literature, 1987

	Nobel Prize in Literature, 1989

	Miguel de Cervantes Prize, 1995





					
Notable honours:
	Member of the Royal Spanish Academy





					
Notable works
	
The Family of Pascual Duarte (1942), novel

	
Journey to the Alcarria (1948), travelogue

	
The Hive (1951), novel

	
Mazurka for Two Dead Men (1983), novel





			

			Camilo José Cela is considered one of the most significant Spanish writers of the 20th century. His literary output was extensive, and he experimented with a wide variety of genres, ranging from travelogues, essays, memoirs and journalism to poetry, tales and novels. He soon became very successful, and his greatest achievements included being made a member of the Royal Spanish Academy and being awarded the Prince of Asturias Award for Literature in 1987, the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1989 and the Miguel de Cervantes Prize in 1995.

			Cela was born on 11 May 1916 in Iria Flavia in the province of La Coruña in Spain. He developed a great love for the Spanish language in his final years of high school when he contracted tuberculosis and was admitted to the sanatorium of Guadarrama, where he spent three years reading classic literature by authors such as José Ortega y Gasset (Spanish philosopher, 1883-1955). Many years later, this experience provided him with inspiration for his novel Pabellón de reposo (“Rest Home”, 1943). He began studying Medicine at university in 1934, but later quit so that he could sit in on the poet Pedro Salinas’s (1891-1951) classes on Contemporary Spanish Literature at the recently founded Faculty of Philosophy and Letters at the Complutense University of Madrid. Salinas gave Cela constructive criticism on the poems which would later be included in his first anthology, Pisando la dudosa luz del día. Poemas de una adolescencia cruel (“Stepping into the Dubious Light of Day: Poems from a Cruel Adolescence”, 1945). This marked the beginning of his literary career, which soon took off with the publication of his debut novel, The Family of Pascual Duarte (1942). A second edition of the novel was published a year later, but it was banned by the Catholic Church.

			
			
Cela and Francoism


Cela had a somewhat ambiguous relationship with the Franco regime. Although he fought on the Nationalist side during the Spanish Civil War and worked as a censor during the dictatorship, he also got a taste of his own medicine when some of his own novels were censored by the regime: he was only able to get The Hive published in Buenos Aires because it was banned in his homeland due to its explicit content.



			Cela’s personality was founded on contradictions, which can be clearly seen in his relationships with other writers. Although Cela considered writing a freeing pursuit (as is made clear by his writing style, which is characterised by the way it balances humour, horror, polished phrasing and scatological vocabulary), his interactions with other writers stood in stark contrast to this outlook. Although Cela was the founder of the publishing house Alfaguara, which published works by him and by many other authors who were active at that time, he frequently used his links with the dictatorship to propose that bribes should be offered to particular authors with dissident leanings, so that they could be silenced or even lured into collaborating with the Franco regime through the promise of preferential treatment or publishing contracts, which could then be used as leverage against them.

			Cela died of heart failure on 17 January 2002. His last words were “Viva Iria Flavia!”
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