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			Michel Houellebecq


			French novelist, poet, essayist, and producer


			

					Born in Reunion in 1956


					
Notable works:
	
Le Sens du Combat (1996), poetry collection


	
Platform (2001), novel


	
The Map and the Territory (2010), novel







			


			Michel Houellebecq (whose real name is Michel Thomas) was born on the Reunion Island in 1958. After studies in Agronomics, he attended cinema school, which he left after having obtained his diploma. His literary career really began in 1991, when he published a study about H.P. Lovecraft (American writer, 1890-1937) and tried his hand at poetry. However, it was his first novel, Whatever (1994), that made him known to a wider audience. In this dark work, Houellebecq offers a bitter depiction of the capitalist society in the West, a theme which permeates his whole work. His next novels, such as Atomized (1998) and Platform (2001) established him more solidly on the international literary scene. His novel The Map and the Territory was awarded the Prix Goncourt in 2010.


		




		

			The Map and the Territory


			The symptoms of a society eaten away by uneasiness


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Houellebecq, M. (2010) La Carte et le Territoire. Paris : Flammarion.1



					
First edition: 2010


					
Themes: art, consumerist society, disillusion, death, unhappiness


			


			The Map and the Territory (2010) tells the story of Jed Martin, a painter and photographer, and his progressive ascension in the art market. The son of a depressed father who wishes to be euthanized and with whom he has a strained relationship, Jed Martin happens to meet numerous famous people, due to his notoriety, including the writer Michel Houellebecq. The author is therefore representing himself in his novel. The author’s favorite topics are discussed: the consumerist society in which money is king, the sexual misery of the Western man, as well as the disillusion and frailty of social relations.


			


			

				

					1 Quotes taken from the reference edition have been translated by BrightSummaries.com.


				


			


		




		

			Summary


			A series of professions
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