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			Georges Simenon


			Belgian writer


			

					Born in Liège (Belgium) in 1903.


					Died in Lausanne (Switzerland) in 1989.


					
Notable works:
	
The Strange Case of Peter the Lett (1931), novel



	
The Yellow Dog (1931), novel



	
Pedigree (1948), novel








			


			The prolific Belgian writer Georges Simenon began his career as a journalist before going on to write over 190 novels and numerous short stories, which were published either under his own name or under a pseudonym.


			When he was starting out as a writer, the French author Colette (1873-1954) advised him to focus on creating simple stories rather than trying to write great literature. Simenon took her words to heart and used a straightforward, unadorned style to describe the society of his time and depict the lives of ordinary people, as well as the dark underbelly of politics and criminality.


			Simenon travelled widely, was insatiably curious and wrote at an incredible rate: he could complete an entire novel by working continuously for 11 days. In 2003, the prestigious Bibliothèque de la Pléiade published a two-volume collection of his works, clearly indicating his importance in the world of French-language literature.


		




		

			The Yellow Dog


			One of the earliest Maigret novels


			

					
Genre: detective novel



					
Reference edition: Simenon, G. (2006) The Yellow Dog. Trans. Asher, L. New York: Penguin.



					
1st edition: 1931



					
Themes: investigation, suspense, murder, revenge, fear, smuggling



			


			The Yellow Dog was published in 1931 and is one of the earliest works centring on Superintendent Maigret, who first appeared in a novel published earlier that year. In this novel, the detective is still unmarried, but is already smoking his famous pipe.


			He is tasked with solving a string of crimes in the small town of Concarneau in Brittany, where he grows close to some of the humble inhabitants and takes them under his wing. In this novel, Simenon paints an uncompromising picture of the provincial bourgeoisie and develops his character’s unconventional investigative techniques.


		




		

			Summary


			A new investigation begins


			The story begins in Concarneau at 11pm on 7 November. After leaving the local Admiral Hotel, Monsieur Mostaguen steps into the doorway of a seemingly empty house to light his cigar, where he is shot by a mystery attacker hiding in the house. Just afterwards, a yellow dog appears out of nowhere and lies down in the hotel café.


			Superintendent Maigret and his young companion Inspector Leroy arrive the following day. Maigret meets with Jean Servières, Le Pommeret and Dr Michoux, who spent the evening with Mostaguen. As the three men are about to drink their customary Pernod, Michoux stops them, having noticed that a deposit of white powder has formed at the bottom of their glasses. The powder is analysed and identified as strychnine, a deadly poison. Michoux decides to sleep at the hotel and Maigret questions Emma, the hotel’s waitress and Michoux’s occasional mistress, who seems deeply shaken by the crime.


			The following day, Maigret realises that the yellow dog has disappeared. Someone claims to have seen it in Michoux’s garden, but the doctor refuses to go see it. When Maigret goes to the house, he finds both human and dog footprints.


			Back at the hotel, he learns that Servières has disappeared. His car is found by the river some time later, with bloodstains on the seat. Maigret notices that the yellow dog has come back and is lying at Emma’s feet. Michoux is terrified and shuts himself away in his room. At this stage, Maigret sees him, Servières and Le Pommeret as unremarkable men who are trying to keep up appearances. 


			The local newspaper, the Brest Beacon, publishes an anonymous sensationalist article which claims that a dangerous local vagrant is responsible for the murder.


			In the late afternoon in the old town, someone shoots the yellow dog. Maigret arranges for it to be treated, but it disappears again. A swarm of journalists descend on the hotel. Le Pommeret, who had drunk his aperitif there, is found dead at his home, and the autopsy reveals that he died of strychnine poisoning. However, an analysis of the glass he drank from reveals no trace of the poison.


			The mayor then demands an arrest, so Maigret issues an arrest warrant for Michoux. The detective has deduced that the doctor is in fact the next intended victim, so he orders the prison guard not to let anybody enter. A vagrant is also arrested by two policemen, but manages to escape. Maigret does not attach any importance to this incident. One of the policemen accompanies him to Cabélou Point, where he finds food remains that indicate that the vagrant has been living there for a week.
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