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    SAPIENS: A BRIEF HISTORY OF HUMANKIND




    THE STORY OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND WHAT IS NEXT TO COME




    Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind is a book written by Israeli professor Yuval Noah Harari. Initially published in 2011, the book discusses human history in detail, beginning with humankind’s development from archaic species such as Neanderthals during the Stone Age and continuing right up to the technological developments of the 21st century.




    The book addresses the subject of evolutionary biology delicately, making it provocative enough to strike interest with academics but not complex enough to alienate the general public. It tackles subjects such as the development of the human brain, the extinction of other human species and the development of civilisation as we know it.




    While the book has been heavily contested by some academics, it acts as an effective gateway to the general public to seek out more in-depth and intricate literature on the subject of evolution and anthropology.
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Reference edition: Harari, Y. N. (2014) Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind. New York: Harper.




        	
1st edition: 2011 (in Hebrew); 2014 (in English)




        	
Author: Yuval Noah Harari (Israeli historian and professor, born in 1976)




        	
Fields: history, human evolution




        	

          Key words:



          

            	
Homo Sapiens: modern humans who first appeared 150 000 years ago. They are the only surviving human species.




            	
Neanderthals: an extinct species of human that dominated Europe and Eurasia between 120 000 and 30 000 years ago. They differ from modern humans in the shape of their skull, which gives them a receding forehead.




            	
Agricultural Revolution: the transition of human societies from hunter-gatherers to farmers. The transition involved a radical change in the landscape i.e. the creation of fields.




            	
Cultural relativism: the theory stating that a person’s beliefs, customs and morality are dependant on the culture they originated from and not due to any other factors, such as genetics.




            	
Megafauna: large mammals of a particular region, habitat or geological period. Examples of megafauna can be found in elephants and giraffes.
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