

  [image: Cover]




  [image: ]




  [image: ]




  

    LOUISA MAY ALCOTT




    AMERICAN WRITER AND POET




    

      	Born in Germantown, Pennsylvania in 1832.




      	Died in Boston, Massachusetts in 1888.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Hospital Sketches (1863), collection of sketches based on letters written during the US Civil War




          	
An Old Fashioned Girl (1870), novel




          	
Work: A Story of Experience (1873), semi-autobiographical novel


        


      


    




    Louisa May Alcott was an American novelist and poet, best known for her series of books based around the March family, the first of which was Little Women, published in 1868. She was raised by transcendentalist (a philosophical movement which started in the Eastern US in the 1820s) parents and educated by well-known intellectuals in her father’s alternative educational school. Her family suffered financial hardship and she wrote and worked as a governess to support them. She remained single all her life and was a dedicated feminist and campaigner for the abolition of slavery.


  




  

    LITTLE WOMEN




    BE COMFORTED, DEAR SOUL




    

      	
Genre: coming-of-age fiction




      	
Reference edition: Alcott, L. M. (1868) Little Women or, Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy. Boston: Roberts Brothers.




      	
1st edition: December 1868




      	
Themes: women’s roles, duty versus personal growth, the Protestant work ethic, the importance of family


    




    This work was published at a time when the recent US Civil War had caused social and political upheaval and roles and expectations for women were beginning to change. Alcott herself had an alternative upbringing, but the traditional 19th-century Christian values of hard work, thrift and conformity are still present in her work.




    Little Women, which takes place in contemporary America, tells the story of the genteel but impoverished March family: sisters Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy, their mother Marmee and their absent father. It tells the story of the sisters’ growth into adulthood, as they face trials and challenges both personal and public and are visited by poverty, illness and death.




    This book was extremely well received, becoming an instant classic, and it is still hugely popular amongst a mostly female readership today. This semi-autobiographical work was originally published as the first in a two-novel series, and Alcott wrote a sequel, Good Wives, which was published in 1869. In 1880, the text of Little Women and Good Wives was combined in a single volume which was also titled Little Women. In 1871, Alcott wrote Little Men: Life at Plumfield with Jo's Boys. This new book focussed on the character of Jo Bhaer (née March) and tells the story of the children at Plumfield Estate School. It includes several characters from Little Women and is regarded as the third (or second, if Little Women and Good Wives are considered a single volume) novel in the Little Women series. This was followed in 1886 by Jo's Boys, and How They Turned Out: A Sequel to “Little Men”, the final novel by Alcott to feature characters first introduced in Little Women.
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