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			Franz Kafka


			German-speaking novelist and short story writer


			

					Born in Prague in 1883


					Died near Vienna in 1924


					Notable works:


					
The Metamorphosis (1915), short story


					
The Trial (1925), novel


					
The Castle (1926), novel


			


			Undoubtedly one of the major writers of the 20th century, Franz Kafka (1883-1924) is a complex writer: his works have given rise to many comments and interpretations. His texts namely reflect the alienation of the modern man, the mysterious yet implacable forces of society that govern his existence, as well as his futile quest for answers in a baffling world.


			A German-speaking Jew and living in Prague, Kafka had to write at night, as during the day he had to work in an office. His success was posthumous, when his writings grew in popularity after his death from tuberculosis in 1924. Among them, the most famous are The Metamorphosis (1915) and The Trial (1925).


		




		

			The Castle


			The story of a hopeless – yet stubborn – search for meaning 


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Kafka, F., (2009). The Castle. Trans. Bell, A. New York: Oxford University Press.


					
First edition: 1926


					
Themes: search for meaning, ambiguity, uncertainty, rejection, struggle, fight, vagrancy


			


			Written from January to September 1922 and published in 1926, The Castle is the third and final novel by Kafka. Unfinished, it ends abruptly in the last chapter. It tells the story of the surveyor K. from his arrival in the village in which he wants to settle. K. finds himself in the middle of nowhere, in a snowy region, battling with the inextricable administration set in the unreachable castle.


			The Castle can be read as a metaphor of human life, which is an obstinate yet hopeless quest for meaning. Through its inherent ambiguity, reflecting that of the world it describes, the text resists any attempts at a reductive interpretation.


		




		

			Summary


			Chapters 1-2


			K., who has just arrived at the village, presents himself at an inn and introduces himself as a surveyor hired by the castle owner (the Count West-west). He is met with mistrust. The next day, he walks towards the castle through the snowy village and exhausts himself doing so, as the way is never-ending and the castle does not seem to ever come closer.


			Brought back to the inn by a villager, K. meets his assistants there, Artur and Jeremias. A messenger then gives him a letter of instructions sent by his superior, Klamm. K. studies the letter in depth. He walks for a while with the messenger, Barnabas, but is disappointed to see that the latter does not go back to the castle. Looking for an excuse to leave, he accompanies Olga, Barnabas’ sister, who is going to the nearest inn.


			Chapter 3


			In this new inn (the Castle Inn), reserved for the gentlemen of the castle, K. asks a waitress, Frieda, if she knows Klamm. She shows him a peephole, through which he sees a heavy man sat at a table; then, she tells him that she is Klamm’s mistress. They talk. Frieda shows the customers out and, after the innkeeper has left, she meets with K. under the counter and they make love.
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