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			Amélie Nothomb


			Belgian novelist


			

					Born in Kobe (Japan) in 1968


					
Notable works:
	
Hygiene and the Assassin (1992), novel


	
Fear and Trembling (1999), novel


	
Life Form (2010), novel







			


			A Belgian born in Japan in 1967 into a family of diplomats, Amélie Nothomb spent her childhood and adolescence between Asia and the United States, according to her father’s assignments.


			She graduated in Roman Languages and Literature at the Université Libre de Bruxelles. After a failed attempt at returning to Japan, she published her first novel, Hygiene and the Assassin in 1992 and began a writing career resulting in many novels published at regular intervals. Nothomb depicts herself in several of her short novels, which often tell the story of troubled relationships between a victim and a tormentor. Dialogue is her favorite form of expression.


			Among the most read French-speaking authors nowadays, Amélie Nothomb also benefits from exceptional media exposure.


		




		

			Fear and Trembling


			At the crossroads between 
autobiography and fiction


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Nothomb, A. (2002) Fear and Trembling. Trans. Hunter, A. St. Martin’s Griffin: New York.


					
First edition: 1999


					
Themes: work, Japan, culture, hierarchy, Western World, harassment


			


			Published in 1999, Fear and Trembling is Amélie Nothomb’s eighth published novel, for which she received the Grand Prix du Roman de l’Académie Française.


			In this autobiographical text, Nothomb tells of her first professional experience in a company in Japan. This book provided an opportunity to delve into the customs of Japanese society and the hierarchic relationships in the workplace, through the eyes of a Westerner who desperately tries to conform. Once again, Nothomb uses the character Amélie.


		




		

			Summary


			A new job


			Amélie, a young Belgian, arrives for her first day at work at Yumimoto Company in Tokyo. She meets her hierarchical superiors: Mr. Saito, the director of the accounting department, Mr. Omochi, the Vice President, Mr. Haneda, the mysterious director who hides away in his office, and who turns out to be surprisingly charming when they eventually meet, and finally, Miss Fubuki Mori, her direct superior, whose beauty fascinates her. The narrator, ignorant as yet of the road to hell that lies ahead, tries to kill time by doing the few useless tasks required by Mr. Saito, while admiring Fubuki. Then, she decides to serve tea to the employees.
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