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    PHILIPPA GREGORY




    ENGLISH NOVELIST




    

      	Born in Nairobi, Kenya in 1954.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
A Respectable Trade (1995), novel




          	
The Boleyn Inheritance (2006), novel




          	
The White Queen (2009), novel


        


      


    




    Philippa Gregory is a historian, writer and broadcaster. She holds a PhD in 18th-century literature from the University of Edinburgh. Previously, she graduated in History from the University of Sussex. She is a Regent for the University of Edinburgh, an honorary fellow of the Universities of Sussex and Cardiff and holds an honorary degree from Teesside University. In 1993 she founded the charity Gardens for The Gambia.




    Her novels are set in historical contexts, often revolving around British royal history. She has also written fictional stories within a historical setting, such as A Respectable Trade, which tells of the love story between an English girl and her black servant in 18th-century Bristol. Her most recent publication is Dark Tracks, the fourth volume in a historical series set in the 1500s, revolving around the expansion of the Ottoman Empire into Europe.


  




  

    THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL




    WOMEN’S DANGEROUS LIVES AT THE ENGLISH TUDOR COURT




    

      	
Genre: historical novel




      	
Reference edition: Gregory, P. (2017) The Other Boleyn Girl. London: Harper.




      	
1st edition: 2001




      	
Themes: British royal history, Tudors, intrigue, power, betrayal, sisterly rivalry, female development, love


    




    Anne Boleyn is a well-known name in British history, as the second wife of Henry VIII. Less well known is the name of her sister Mary: she was the king’s mistress before Anne, and, according to Gregory, even bore him two children. Gregory explores this part of history from the perspective of Mary Carey (née Boleyn) in her novel The Other Boleyn Girl. Gregory spent three years researching before writing the story (Chrisafis, 2002: n.p.). The novel was immensely popular and won the Romantic Novel of the Year Award in 2002. Its historical accuracy is disputed, however.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    The book starts out as it ends: with a beheading. Mary is 13, already married and is present at the beheading of her uncle, the Duke of Buckinghamshire. She believes that the king will pardon his prisoner at the last moment, but he does not. One year later, in 1522, Mary is a lady in waiting at the court of Queen Katherine, Princess of Spain and Queen of England. Her father brings her sister Anne, who was educated abroad, at the French Court, back to court.




    MARY’S AFFAIR WITH THE KING




    The king takes a shine to Mary, and she is pushed by her family to start an affair with him. This lasts from 1522 to 1527. Mary is at first reluctant, being married already, but eventually gives in under the pressure of her family. Henry showers her with gifts: a new horse, new gowns, and titles and wealth for the members of her family. George, her brother and advisor to the king, is the one who always escorts her to and from the king’s rooms. The king is increasingly worried that his queen might not give him a son and heir. This is why the family encourages the affair between Mary and Henry – if she bears him a son, the family will rise in his favour and the boy might eventually be the king of England. Mary falls pregnant, and gives birth to a daughter who she names Catherine in honour of the queen. The baby is taken away from her soon after, and she longs to be with her. At the same time, Anne has fallen in love with a nobleman at court, Henry Percy. He is the heir of the Duke of Northumberland and therefore higher in status than Anne. They marry in secret and consummate the marriage. Henry Percy’s father is against the marriage, as is the Boleyn/Howard family, and it is annulled against Anne and Henry’s wishes. Mary starts spending her summers at the family seat in Kent, Hever. She again falls pregnant, and this time she gives birth to a boy, Henry. During her pregnancy and lying-in (during the last month of the pregnancy, women were required to lie in a darkened room), the Boleyn/Howard family do not want the king’s attention to stray from their family, and therefore command Anne to keep the king entertained.
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