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    CHARLES DICKENS




    ENGLISH NOVELIST AND SHORT STORY WRITER




    

      	Born in Portsmouth in 1812.




      	Died near Chatham in 1870.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
A Christmas Carol (1843), novella




          	
David Copperfield (1850), novel




          	
Great Expectations (1861), novel


        


      


    




    Charles Dickens was an English novelist who is considered to be the greatest writer of the Victorian era, to the point that many of his novels and the characters in them are synonymous with readers’ conceptualisation of the period. He was born in Portsmouth in 1812 to a middle-class family before moving to London in 1820 – the city where he would live for much of his life. In 1824, when financial ruin caused his father to be sent to debtors’ prison, he was forced to drop out of school and work in a factory. This period of his childhood was said to influence much of his later life and work. After working as a clerk and a newspaper reporter, Dickens began his literary career with the serialised novel The Pickwick Papers (1837) and went on to publish 15 novels, five novellas and numerous short stories. He achieved extreme popularity during his lifetime and widespread critical praise ever since, with many of his characters becoming English literary icons. Beyond the hundreds of adaptations of his books for film, television and the stage, Dickens’ work is remembered for its comic wit, vivid characterisation and social criticism.


  




  

    A TALE OF TWO CITIES




    THE GREAT WAVE OF REVOLUTION




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Dickens, C. (1999) A Tale of Two Cities. Ware: Wordsworth Editions Limited.




      	
1st edition: 1859




      	
Themes: revolution, society, law, justice, class, poverty, nature, love, history, France


    




    Published in 1859, towards the end of his life, A Tale of Two Cities is Charles Dickens’ second and most famous historical novel. The novel, which is split into three books, spans a period of several years and explores the social and cultural conditions in the run-up to and duration of the French Revolution (1775-99). The first book is set in 1775 and the last in 1792, and the novel as a whole follows a group of characters in London and Paris through the great event of the century. The novel was published serially and as a book, with much of the historical context purportedly taken from Thomas Carlyle’s The French Revolution: A History (1837). It was wildly popular on release and has become one of Dickens’ most famous and well-loved novels, with a large number of stage, film and television adaptations appearing over the years, including Jack Conway’s 1935 film. Though, like much of Dickens’ work, the novel is critically celebrated, the historical validity of his account of the French Revolution and the events surrounding it has often been called into question.
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