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    JOHN LE CARRÉ




    ENGLISH INTELLIGENCE OFFICER, WRITER AND SCREENWRITER




    

      	Born in Poole, UK in 1931.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy (1974), novel




          	
Smiley’s People (1979), novel




          	
The Constant Gardener (2001), novel




          	
A Legacy of Spies (2017), novel


        


      


    




    John le Carré is the pen name of David John Moore Cornwell, a British novelist, short story writer and screenplay writer best known for his espionage novels which have been adapted for film, television and radio. After an unsettled childhood with a father who lived on the edge of the law and unhappy experiences at a series of boarding schools, le Carré joined the Intelligence Service of the British Army whilst at the University of Bern. He returned to England to study at Oxford, where he also worked covertly for MI5, the British Intelligence Service, reporting on left-wing groups and possible Soviet agents. He taught briefly before joining MI6 in 1960, and he worked for that service in Germany. His first novel, A Call for the Dead, was published in 1961, and the international success of The Spy Who Came in from the Cold in 1963 allowed le Carré to leave the Intelligence Service in 1964 to work full-time as a writer. He continued to write prolifically, creating the iconic figure of spymaster George Smiley, and his work attracted popular and critical praise in addition to commercial success. He won the Goethe Medal in 2011, and in 2008 he was ranked by The Times newspaper as 22nd out of the 50 greatest British post-war writers. Married twice with four children, he lives in Dorset and still writes.


  




  

    THE SPY WHO CAME IN FROM THE COLD




    THE BLEAK HEART OF THE COLD WAR




    

      	
Genre: espionage novel




      	
Reference edition: le Carré, J. (2016) The Spy Who Came in from the Cold. London: Penguin Modern Classics.




      	
1st edition: 1963




      	
Themes: loyalty and betrayal, autonomy, the state and the individual, personal versus collective responsibility, ideologies of East and West, the inherent immorality of espionage


    




    In the early 1960s, British espionage fiction was enjoying worldwide popularity. The action-filled James Bond novels written by Ian Fleming had sold moderately well since the early 1950s, but the release of the first film adaptation starring Sean Connery as Bond in Dr No in 1962 propelled them to bestseller status. The Ipcress File, the first novel by new novelist Len Deighton, was also released in 1962, and it too would soon be made into a popular film. However, one person was not happy with the quality of current espionage fiction. David Cornwell was a writer who had published two mystery novels, and he felt that the work of Fleming, Deighton and others was unrealistic. Cornwell was in a position to know – he was a spy working in Germany for MI6. During 1962, in the evenings and during lunch breaks, he wrote a very different novel about spies and spying. The Spy Who Came in from the Cold is bleak and dark, there is little action and no gadgets, and it features characters who are completely amoral. The author’s obvious familiarity with the institutions of British and East German espionage and with the techniques and vocabulary of spycraft gave the novel an authenticity like no other. The James Bond novels were simple escapism. The Spy Who Came in from the Cold was a frighteningly accurate portrayal of the realities of espionage in the modern world.
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