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			GABRIEL GARCÍA MÁRQUEZ


			COLOMBIAN NOVELIST AND JOURNALIST


			

					Born in Aracataca (Colombia) in 1927.


					Died in Mexico City in 2014.


					
Literary awards:
	Rómulo Gallegos Prize, 1972 (for One Hundred Years of Solitude)


	Nobel Prize in Literature, 1982







					
Notable honours:
	Honorary Doctorate of Letters from Columbia University 







					
Notable works:
	
One Hundred Years of Solitude (1967), novel


	
Chronicle of a Death Foretold (1981), novella


	
Strange Pilgrims (1992), short story collection


	
News of a Kidnapping (1996), report







			


			Gabriel García Márquez was born in 1927 in Aracataca, a small town in the Department of Magdalena in Colombia. His father was Gabriel Eligio García, a telegraphist and Conservative, and his mother was Luisa Márquez, a colonel’s daughter. In the early years of their marriage, the future writer’s parents moved to Barranquilla, leaving the infant García Márquez in the care of his maternal grandparents.


			He attended a number of different schools across the country, and finished secondary school in 1947. He then moved to Bogotá to study law at the National University of Colombia, and published his first short story, La tercera resignación (“The third resignation”) in the newspaper El Espectador while he was still a student. However, he was forced to return to the Caribbean coast the following year following the civil unrest known as the “Bogotazo” in 1948. He initially complied with his father’s wishes and continued his studies at the University of Cartagena, but two years later, in 1950, he dropped out of university and moved to Barranquilla to become a journalist. This was where he met the other members of the so-called Barranquilla Group, a group of intellectuals who gave García Márquez the final push he needed to start writing fiction.


			From that point on, García Márquez began travelling frequently, and lived in a wide variety of cities around the world, including Cartagena, Paris and Mexico City, which was where he resided for most of his life. In 1967, the publication of his novel One Hundred Years of Solitude catapulted him to worldwide fame and consolidated his status as a bestselling author, as the book went on to be translated into over 35 languages. In addition to his commercial success, the Colombian author came to be seen as one of the most important voices in 20th century literature, both in Latin America and worldwide. He died in Mexico City in April 2014.




			Did you know?


			Colonel Márquez, the writer’s maternal grandfather, was vehemently opposed to the idea of allowing his daughter to marry Gabriel Eligio García, and only relented after Eligio García spent years courting her, during which he constantly wrote her letters and frequently serenaded her. This story was a tremendous source of inspiration for both Love in the Time of Cholera and a number of the writer’s other stories.





		




		

			LOVE IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA


			THE INDOMITABLE POWER OF LOVE


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: García Márquez, G. (1998) Love in the Time of Cholera. Trans. Grossman, E. Delhi: Penguin.


					
1st edition: 1985


					
Themes: love as an illness, courtly love, Romantic motifs, quixotism


			


			Love in the Time of Cholera is a novel by the Colombian writer Gabriel García Márquez. It was first published in 1985, making it one of the author’s later works, and was written at a time when he was distancing himself from the magical realism with which his work had been closely associated when he first shot to global fame. By contrast, this novel is a profound reflection on the themes of love and human relationships. Throughout the narrative, the characters’ deepest emotions and experiences are interwoven with the everyday realities of loving relationships, but the novel is also an exploration of a number of the ways love has typically been portrayed in different currents of Western literature over the centuries, including Romanticism and medieval literature.


			The novel charts the lives of Florentino Ariza and Fermina Daza, and is set in Cartagena, Colombia in the early 20th century. This setting allows García Márquez to incorporate a number of other themes which are prevalent throughout the rest of his work, such as Colombian history, war, politics and literature itself. Love in the Time of Cholera is an exceptional novel not just because of its aesthetic value, but also because of the way it pays tribute to other authors and movements that shaped the history of Western literature.
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