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			Charles Dickens


			British novelist


			

					Born in Portsmouth (England) in 1812


					Died near Rochester in 1872


					
Notable works:
	
A Christmas Carol (1843), novel


	
David Copperfield (1849), novel


	
Great Expectations (1861), novel







			


			Born in 1812, Charles Dickens was a British author. His novels, which belong to canonical literature, often depict the society of his time and denounce the injustices undergone by the poor and vulnerable people. They often focus on a character who had a sad childhood and who, through his courage and tenacity, manages to escape his miserable condition and become a respectable adult, like in David Copperfield (1849) and Great Expectations (1861).


		




		

			Oliver Twist


			A classic of British literature


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Dickens, C. (2008) Oliver Twist. Oxford: Oxford University Press.


					
First edition: 1837


					
Themes: orphancy, delinquency, injustice, irony, poverty, London


			


			First released as a serial in a magazine, Oliver Twist was published in 1837. It was Dickens’ second novel and tells the adventures of the eponymous hero who, an orphan at birth and mistreated during his childhood, joins a group of young pickpockets in London. The story slowly takes the form of an investigation, as it gradually becomes clear that Oliver is being kept in poverty by a group of ill-intentioned people who want to deprive him of his inheritance.


			Nowadays, Oliver Twist is considered a classic of British literature and is read all over the world.


		




		

			Summary


			The author’s preface


			Charles Dickens explains his intentions: he wishes the novel to “be a service to society” and to tell the “stern and plain truth”: in showing the horror of the life of a thief, he wants to bypass appearances and show that this kind of existence is not the result of the people’s nature, but rather of the way society treats the weakest people.


			The novel is divided into 53 chapters, which have been regrouped in this summary according to the stages of Oliver’s life, in order to be as clear as possible.


			N.B.: Each chapter is introduced by a short sentence which describes the action that will be told in it, a tradition inherited from the English novelists of the 18th century.


			First stage – the unhappy childhood and the escape (Chapters 1-8)


			Oliver Twist’s birth is described. He is left an orphan. He spends an unhappy childhood, first at Mrs. Mann’s, then at Mr. Sowerberry’s. He ends up running away after a fight provoked by Noah Claypole. Upon his arrival in London, he meets Jack Dawkins, also known as ‘the Artful Dodger’, who introduces him to Fagin.
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