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    LAURENCE STERNE




    IRISH CLERGYMAN AND WRITER




    

      	Born in Clonmel, Ireland in 1713.




      	Died in London in 1768.




      	Notable works:




      	
The Sermons of Mr. Yorick (1760), collection of sermons




      	
A Sentimental Journey (1768), novel




      	
Memoirs (1985), autobiography


    




    Laurence Sterne was an Anglican clergyman. He studied at Cambridge and eventually graduated with an M. A. in 1740. In 1741, he married Elizabeth Lumley. They had one surviving daughter, Lydia, who after Sterne’s death published many of his unpublished sermons and letters. In 1760, the family moved to Shandy Hall in Yorkshire.




    Throughout his life, Sterne was plagued by tuberculosis and undertook several journeys to France for his health. He also had several love affairs with other women. Both for this and for the contents of his works he was accused of inconsistency, being a representative of the church.




    Although Sterne published several sermons and political writings, The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman, is the work that earned him perpetual fame even after his death. It was extremely successful and heavily discussed both during his lifetime and throughout the 20th century into the present day, influencing many great thinkers and writers such as Goethe, Nietzsche and Joyce.


  




  

    THE LIFE AND OPINIONS OF TRISTRAM SHANDY, GENTLEMAN




    A WORK OF ART THAT DEFIES CLEAR-CUT DEFINITIONS




    

      	
Genre: satirical novel




      	
Reference edition: Sterne, L. (2012) The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman. London: Penguin Books.




      	
1st edition: 1759-67




      	
Themes: satire, bawdy humour, literary experiments, Modernist elements, philosophy, religion, military history


    




    Although the book has here been marked as a satirical novel above, it is extremely difficult to define the genre (or the content, for that matter) of Tristram Shandy: “Artfully constructed to confound the reader’s expectations, it did so with the aim of revealing the infinite ways in which conventional ideas of all sorts have handcuffed our minds and imaginations” (Anderson, 1980: vii). While Sterne builds on earlier literary traditions, as represented by writers such as Swift, Erasmus, Cervantes and Rabelais (ibid.), his work also shows features of works published in much later times, particularly those of Modernist writers (Modernism refers to a literary period in the early 20th century defined by experimentation with form and genre). The book is divided into nine volumes and was published over the span of eight years. The character of Mr Yorick, a village parson, has often been seen as Sterne’s alter ego, particularly since Sterne published his sermons under the same name (New, 2014: 8).
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