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			Ken Follett


			Welsh writer


			

					Born in Cardiff in 1949


					
Notable works:
	
The Modigliani Scandal (1976), novel


	
The Pillars of the Earth (1989), novel


	
Winter of the World (2012), novel







			


			Born in Cardiff in 1949, Ken Follett is a Welsh writer. After graduating in philosophy, he began a career as a journalist before deciding to write. He specializes in historical and spy novels. His most famous work is The Pillars of the Earth (1989), which was followed by World Without End (2007). His writing is supported by important historical documentation, which gives credibility to his fictions. With Fall of Giants (2010), Ken Follett introduced a trilogy based on the twentieth century.


		




		

			The Pillars of the Earth


			When fiction and history collide


			

					
Genre: historical novel


					
Reference edition: Follett, K. (2010) The Pillars of the Earth. New York: Signet.


					
First edition: 1989


					
Themes: power struggle, history of England, conspiracy, treason, cathedral


			


			The historical novel The Pillars of the Earth (1989) earned Ken Follett his international acclaim. Tracing the history of the construction of the fictitious cathedral of Kingsbridge, the author evokes half a century of British history. To do this, he mixes fiction with historical reality. With his characters, he represents the different sociocultural classes of the time and explores both the religious universe and the secular. The novel was a huge success and in 2010, it was adapted for television.


		




		

			Summary


			In 1123, people witness the hanging of a red-haired man who has been wrongly accused of stealing a chalice. Three foreigners (a monk, a knight and a young priest) stand out from the rest of the crowd. Once the man has been executed, a young pregnant woman publicly curses the three men before running away. This woman is called Ellen, and she will soon give birth to a baby boy named Jack.


			Tom Builder constructs a house for William Hamleigh, the son of a local nobleman, so that he can live there with his future wife, Aliena, the daughter of the Earl of Shiring. He is accompanied by his wife, Agnes, and his two children, Alfred and Martha. Unfortunately, Aliena refuses to accept William Hamleigh’s hand in marriage and Tom stops construction. William, disgraced, will not cease to seek revenge from then on. As for Tom, he has to get back on the road with his family. He then learns, with both joy and fear for the future, that Agnes is pregnant. 


			On the road, the family is attacked in the woods and Martha is injured. They meet Ellen and her strange son, Jack. Ellen heals the girl, but Agnes does not appreciate this woman who she believes to be a witch and she forces her family to leave. Agnes then gives birth to her son in the woods, with no help except that of her family, before dying during the birth. Not knowing how to ensure the survival of his child, Tom abandons him in the makeshift grave of his wife. Overcome with remorse, he returns to find him, but he is nowhere to be seen. Soon after, the family comes across Ellen and Jack again, who say they saw a monk take the baby. Unfortunately, Tom cannot do anything to retrieve his child without confessing that he abandoned him.
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