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Your Committee has great pleasure in announcing that the

present year has been characterized by a degree of success more

than equal to the experience of any former years.


The number of subscribers has fallen off, but Providence still

continues to smile upon the efforts that are made, and the richest

encouragement is afforded to those who feel for this branch of

the miseries of human nature. Before the short detail of proceedings

is entered upon, it may be well to give a brief outline of

the Society’s origin and objects, together with the grounds which

led to the establishment of the Association; many persons

hearing of the subject for the first time, by means of the Annual

Report.


The following are the reasons which induced its supporters to

unite in this work of mercy:—


1st. They ascertained by the examination of the children

employed in this trade, that unfair and dishonest means are

always resorted to, to obtain a supply of boys. That the season

of probation, or “liking,” as it is called, which precedes the

binding of apprentices, is marked by all that duplicity and misrepresentation

can invent, to mislead the children who are sent

on trial; that little or no work is imposed on them during that

time; that every indulgence is granted that can weigh with

persons in that station of life; that they are petted in the sitting

room of the master, and fed in a comparatively sumptuous way,—and

hence arises the positive and unchangeable determination of

the child, to be a chimney-sweeper, and nothing else, when

brought before the magistrate to be bound.


2dly. That grievous pain and sorrow are found invariably to

attend the after stages of this apprenticeship.


3dly. That it is a business to which children ought not to be

put, as it affords no support after a boy has reached 15 or 16

years of age, at the latest.


4thly. That employing children in this trade, subjects them in

after-life to the disease lectured upon separately in the hospitals

as chimney-sweepers’ cancer, and which disease only befals those

who are thus employed.


These grounds led to the formation of the Society. It was at

first supposed that it would only be necessary to offer a premium

for the production of a machine capable of sweeping, and that it

would be instantly adopted by the existing race of chimney-sweepers.


With this impression, machines were given away on a large

scale in all directions, and everything avoided that could seem to

interfere with the members of the trade. This act of ill-directed

liberality was met by the most virulent hostility, and every

machine thus put into the hand of a common chimney-sweeper,

was employed, as far as in him lay, to destroy the object of the

bestower: these heartless men, having at once discovered that

chimneys were so much better cleansed by this means, that the

sweeping would be wanted less frequently than if boys were

continued; and further, that if children were given up, men

would be required to work the machines, and this would break in

upon the masters’ profits.


These assertions are proved by the fact of the chimney-sweepers

having combined to resist every attempt that has been

made to introduce the machines; and in the year 1834, when a

Bill was sought for, they are said to have expended 1,200l. upon

counsel, Parliamentary agent, and witnesses; and these witnesses

evinced but little regard to truth. This outlay of money was

severely felt, and it was an expense the trade would not have

incurred to “protect their customers” alone. If their object had

been a straightforward one, they would have protested against

the adoption of the plan promoted by the Fire-offices; they

would have declared that, in THEIR opinion, it was the abandonment

of a safe method, and the adoption of a fanciful and

dangerous substitute; but they would not have taxed themselves

for a headstrong public.
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