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			Roald Dahl


			British writer


			

					Born in Wales in 1916


					Died in London in 1990


					
Notable works:
	
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (1964), novel


	
The Witches (1983), novel


	
Matilda (1988), novel







			


			Born in 1916 in Wales to Norwegian parents, Roald Dahl worked for an oil company in Africa before enrolling in the Royal Air Force during the Second World War. He first wrote short stories and novels for adult readers. After becoming a father, he tried his hand at children’s literature. Today, he is considered one of the most appreciated children’s author. His novels Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Matilda and The Witches have been met with wide acclaim and several of his works have been adapted for the cinema.


			He died in 1990. Each year since then, the UK organizes a ‘Roald Dahl Day’ on 13th September, the author’s date of birth.


		




		

			Charlie and the Chocolate Factory


			Roald Dahl’s first success


			

					
Genre: children’s novel


					
Reference edition: Dahl, R. (2011) Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. New York: Penguin Classics. 


					
First edition: 1964


					
Themes: poverty, gluttony, fantastic, contest, vices


			


			Published in 1964, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory is a children’s novel and Roald Dahl’s first big success. This story, which sometimes seems like a fairy tale, tells of the adventures of Charlie Bucket, a young boy living in poverty, whose life takes a strange turn when he finds a golden ticket in a chocolate bar. Thanks to the ticket, he can meet the strange Mr. Wonka and visit his famous chocolate factory.


		




		

			Summary


			The golden ticket


			The young Charlie Bucket lives in a tiny house with his four grandparents and his parents. His father works in a toothpaste factory, but his meagre salary is barely enough to feed his family. The situation becomes even more worrying when he loses his job a few weeks later. Charlie had enough to eat, but “The one thing he longed for more than anything else was . . . CHOCOLATE.”(p. 3) Every year, for his birthday, he receives one chocolate bar, which he makes last a month. His sufferings are aggravated by the proximity of the enormous Wonka chocolate factory, which wafts chocolate scents into the air, and which Charlie dreams of entering, although its access is strictly forbidden.
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