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			Albert Camus


			French writer, playwright, essayist and philosopher


			

					Born in Mondovi (Algeria) in 1913


					Died in Villeblevin in 1960


					
Notable works:
	
The Stranger (1942), novel


	
The Myth of Sisyphus (1942), essay


	
The Plague (1947), novel







			


			A Frenchman born in Algeria and Nobel Prize winner, Albert Camus (1913-1960) is one of the major writers of the twentieth century. A politically committed intellectual, philosopher, journalist, playwright and novelist, he left his mark on his era with his reflection on absurdism, which he nuanced and made more sensitive and humane.


			Widely admired, and sometimes criticized, Camus received considerable attention worldwide with his novels The Plague (1947) and, in particular, The Stranger (1942). He died prematurely in 1960 as a result of a car crash.


		




		

			The Myth of Sisyphus


			An essay on the absurd


			

					
Genre: essay


					
Reference edition: Camus, A. (1991) The Myth of Sisyphus and Other Essays. Trans. O'Brien, J. New York: Vintage Books.


					
First edition: 1942


					
Themes: existentialism, absurd man, suicide, meaning of life, mythology


			


			The Myth of Sisyphus is an essay on the absurd that was published in 1942. Together with The Stranger, a novel, and Caligula, a play, it forms the Cycle of the Absurd, which precedes the Cycle of Revolt.


			The Myth of Sisyphus discusses the matter of suicide when man becomes aware of the absurdity of the world, i.e. the fact that life is meaningless. According to Camus, suicide would end this but it would not solve the confrontation between man and the world, yet it is exactly in this lack of meaning that the very meaning of existence is to be found. In Camus’ opinion, Sisyphus, the mythological Greek hero condemned to roll a boulder up a mountain, only to see it roll down again, represents the very image of human condition. According to the writer, Man must face his fate with dignity, because he can find happiness by learning to live the absurd with clear-sightedness.
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