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			Maurice Leblanc


			French writer


			

					Born in Rouen in 1864.


					Died in Perpignan in 1941.


					
Notable works:
	
Arsène Lupin, Gentleman-Thief (1907), collection of short stories


	
Arsène Lupin vs. Herlock Sholmes (1908), collection of two short stories


	
The Hollow Needle (1909), novel







			


			Maurice Leblanc was born in Rouen in 1864 and died in 1941. He studied law, before deciding to focus on literature and embarking on a career as a journalist. He began moving in Paris’s literary circles and published his first novel, L’Enthousiasme (“Enthusiasm”), in 1901, but it was not particularly successful. He then decided to capitalise on the immense popularity of serialised novels and agreed to write for the monthly magazine Je Sais Tout. He subsequently produced a series of detective short stories depicting the famous gentleman thief Arsène Lupin, which were later published in book form. Leblanc wrote a total of 27 novels between 1907 and 1937 and is considered to be one of the main writers in the first wave of detective fiction in France.


		




		

			The Hollow Needle


			The adventures of Arsène Lupin


			

					
Genre: detective novel


					
Reference edition: Leblanc, M. (2014) The Hollow Needle: Further Adventures of Arsène Lupin. CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform.


					
1st edition: 1909


					
Themes: theft, fraud, mystery, aristocracy


			


			The Hollow Needle first appeared in serial form between 1908 and 1909. The novel’s title is inspired by the Needle at Étretat, Normandy, a rock formation situated close to Leblanc’s house (now a museum). Its protagonist is the famous gentleman thief Arsène Lupin, who is pitted against Isodore Beautrelet, a student who is determined to solve the mystery of the hollow needle leading to the fabled treasure amassed by the kings of France.


			This novel, which features a very popular character and a historical mystery and is set among France’s upper classes, is particularly representative of the French detective novels of the early 20th century.
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