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			Nikolai Gogol


			Russian writer


			

					Born in Sorochyntsi in 1809.


					Died in Moscow in 1852.


					
Notable works:
	
Evenings on a Farm Near Dikanka (1831-1832), short story collection


	
Arabesques (1835), short story collection


	
Dead Souls (1842-1852), novel







			


			Nikolai Vasilievitch Gogol was born in 1809 to a Ukrainian landowner. He left home for Saint Petersburg at the age of 20 to embark on a career in the civil service, but his ambitions were soon frustrated and he left the bureaucracy in 1831 to devote himself to literature. He was introduced to Alexander Pushkin, who further encouraged his literary ambitions, and initially made a name for himself by writing short story collections such as Evenings on a Farm Near Dikanka (1831-1832) and Arabesques (1835). He was rather overwhelmed when his play The Government Inspector (1836) was met with great success, and from then on began to travel frequently throughout Western Europe. From 1840 until his death in 1852 he concentrated exclusively on writing Dead Souls, his unfinished masterpiece. He was an emotionally fragile soul, and gradually lost himself in mysticism and madness.


		




		

			The Overcoat


			A harrowing story told in a comic tone


			

					
Genre: short story


					
Reference edition: Gogol, N. (2000) The Overcoat and Other Short Stories. Trans. Hapgood, I. Dover Publications: New York.


					
1st edition: 1843


					
Themes: Russian society, bureaucracy, poverty, loneliness


			


			The Overcoat was first published in Russian in 1842. The protagonist of this short story is Akakii Akakievich Bashmachkin, an utterly nondescript, low-level bureaucrat whose main responsibility is to copy official documents. He is passionate about his work, and pays no heed to his co-workers’ teasing and jibes. But one day, his life is upended by a calamity: his overcoat has been worn out and left threadbare. From that moment on, Akakii’s life is transformed, and acquiring a new coat becomes his only goal. Gogol uses this short story to harshly criticise the society of his era, which was rigidly hierarchical and profoundly materialistic.


		




		

			Summary


			A typical civil servant


			Akakii Akakievich is a perpetual titular councillor who has worked in an unnamed department in Saint Petersburg for as long as anyone can remember. He spends his days copying official documents and uncomplainingly puts up with constant mockery from his colleagues and scorn from his superiors. Far from finding his work dull, Akakii takes great pleasure in copying, and in the evenings, rather than resting or going out, he copies even more texts which he brings home from the office. In other words, his life is entirely devoted to this repetitive task, and he has negligible contact with the outside world.
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