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    TERRY PRATCHETT




    ENGLISH NOVELIST




    

      	Born in Buckinghamshire in 1948.




      	Died in Wiltshire in 2015.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Colour of Magic (1983), novel




          	
Wyrd Sisters (1988), novel




          	
Guards! Guards! (1989), novel


        


      


    




    Terry Pratchett was born in Buckinghamshire in 1948 and was variously a journalist and a Press Officer for the Central Electricity Generating Board before becoming a full-time writer. His first novel The Carpet People was published in 1971, but he is best known for his Discworld series, a collection of 44 comic-fantasy novels beginning with The Colour of Magic (1983) and ending with The Shepherd’s Crown (which was published posthumously in 2015). Over the course of his lifetime his work garnered significant critical acclaim (no small feat for a writer working in two genres, comedy and fantasy, that do not traditionally receive critical attention) and an enormous public following. He was the best-selling and top-earning UK author throughout the 1990s, and was awarded an OBE in 1998 and a knighthood for services to literature in 2009. He was diagnosed with early onset Alzheimer’s disease in 2007 and was a spokesperson for, and patron of, Alzheimer’s Research UK. He died in 2015.


  




  

    NEIL GAIMAN




    ENGLISH GRAPHIC NOVELIST AND SHORT STORY WRITER




    

      	Born in Portchester in 1960.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Sandman (1989-2015) comic book series




          	
Stardust (1999) novel




          	
Coraline (2002) novel


        


      


    




    Neil Gaiman was born in Portchester in 1960 and began a career in journalism in the early 1980s, while simultaneously submitting short stories to various UK magazines and publishers. In 1984, while waiting for a train at Victoria Station, he found a copy of Alan Moore’s (British comic book writer, born in 1953) Swamp Thing, and was so taken with Moore’s complex and literary approach to the medium that he decided to write comics himself. In 1987 he was hired by DC Comics to write the limited series Black Orchid (1987), followed by the first of his Sandman comics, which helped to establish him as a leading voice in the graphic novel industry. He wrote Good Omens (1990) in collaboration with Terry Pratchett, and his first solo novel, Neverwhere, was published in 1996. It was followed by Stardust (1999), American Gods (2001) and Coraline (2002), all of which topped bestseller lists on both sides of the Atlantic and won Gaiman numerous literary accolades, including the Hugo and Nebula Awards.


  




  

    GOOD OMENS




    PRATCHETT AND GAIMAN’S DIVINE COMEDY




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Pratchett, T. Gaiman, N. (1991) Good Omens. London: Corgi.




      	
1st edition: 1990




      	
Themes: good and evil, free will, humanity, destiny, nature versus nurture, Armageddon, love, friendship, heaven and hell, witchcraft, religious philosophy


    




    Good Omens: The Nice and Accurate Prophesies of Agnes Nutter, Witch is a comic novel focusing on the birth of the Antichrist and the attempts of the demon Crowley and the angel Aziraphale to prevent the coming apocalypse. Although they are technically ideological adversaries, Crowley and Aziraphale have developed a friendship that is at once unlikely and inevitable, based on their shared experiences on earth over the past 3000 years. Having discovered that they are both fond of humans and have grown accustomed to life among them, they work as a team to stop Armageddon in whatever way they can. Meanwhile, the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse are busy forming an ominous biker gang and, due to a farcical mix-up by some Satanic Nuns, the child that everybody believes to be the Antichrist may not be the Antichrist at all.




    Good Omens was published in 1990 to widespread popular acclaim and was nominated for the Locus Award for Best Fantasy Novel and the World Fantasy Award for Best Novel. It has been adapted for stage, screen and radio and in 2003 was listed at number 68 on the BBC’s The Big Read survey.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    IN THE BEGINNING




    The novel opens outside the Garden of Eden just after the fall of man. Aziraphale, an angel, and Crawly, a demon in the form of a snake, discuss Adam and Eve’s expulsion from paradise and whether or not it was “a bit of an overreaction” (p. 9). They speculate on the nature of Good and Evil and watch as narratively portentous storm clouds gather.




    ELEVEN YEARS AGO




    It is the late 1970s and the demon Crawly has changed his name to the more flattering Crowley. He is handsome and urbane, with “good cheekbones” (p. 20), and is responsible for some of the best demonic inventions in human history (including the M25 motorway). Although essentially diabolical, he is fond of humans (as well as being in awe of their abilities to find new, inventive ways of torturing each other), so he is concerned by the news that the Antichrist is about to be born, heralding the end of all human life, and that he, Crowley, must oversee the scheme. Although deeply conflicted, he follows his infernal instructions and drives to a local hospital (in his cherished vintage Bentley) with a basket containing the Antichrist to swap it for a preordained human baby.
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