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    THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO




    AN ANALYTICAL APPROACH TO CLASS STRUGGLE AND THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION IN A CAPITALIST SOCIETY




    The Communist Manifesto is a political pamphlet commissioned by the Communist League of London. Written by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, the Manifesto came into relevance with a series of political upheavals throughout Europe which are now referred to as the Revolutions of 1848. Although the text fell into obscurity for decades, it is now recognised as one of the most influential political documents in recent history.




    The text presents an analytical evaluation of the class struggle with respect to history and then present-day issues, and also deals with the issues with capitalism and the current capitalist mode of production. The Manifesto summarises the authors’ own theories about society, politics and the future of capitalist society.




    The Manifesto’s central argument is that development is inevitable and therefore capitalism is unsustainable in the long term. For the betterment of society, the world must adhere to a communist system in which private property is abolished and the class system is made redundant.
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Proletariat: the working class regarded collectively. They have no ownership of the means of production and are therefore forced to sell their own labour.




            	
Bourgeoisie: the middle or upper class, associated with materialistic values. In the context of Marxism, the term refers specifically to the capitalist ruling class which owns most of the society’s resources, wealth and means of production.




            	
Means of production: this term refers to the physical instrument of production (i.e. tools and machinery), methods of working (i.e. skills and division of labour) and the knowledge that can be applied to production (i.e. science and engineering).




            	
Mode of production: this term refers to the economic structure that defines people’s standards of living in society. It consists of the means of production alongside the relations of production.
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