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    AGATHA CHRISTIE




    ENGLISH NOVELIST AND PLAYWRIGHT




    

      	Born in Torquay, England in 1890.




      	Died in Winterbrook, England in 1976.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
And Then There Were None (1939), novel




          	
The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), novel




          	
The Mousetrap (1952), play


        


      


    




    Agatha Christie dominates the mystery and detective genres. A prolific writer with dozens of novels and short story collections to her name, Christie’s works have collectively sold in the low billions, second to only the works of William Shakespeare (English playwright, 1564-1616) and the Bible. She first came to prominence with the release of her first Hercule Poirot novels, and from there her popularity only continued to grow – her works have spanned countless adaptations, most recently with the 2017 film Murder on the Orient Express.


  




  

    MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS




    A SEEMINGLY SIMPLE MURDER ON A TRANSNATIONAL TRAIN QUICKLY BECOMES A CONVOLUTED MYSTERY




    

      	
Genre: mystery/detective novel




      	
Reference edition: Christie, A. (1991) Murder on the Orient Express. New York: Harper Paperbacks.




      	
1st edition: 1934




      	
Themes: detective, mystery, murder, deceit, extralegal justice


    




    Hercule Poirot, a Belgian detective of international renown, is on his way to a brief vacation when he is suddenly called back to a job. He must therefore catch a train that is, for the time of year, unusually full, with a colourful cast of characters on board. Things take a turn when one morning, after the train has been delayed by snow, one of the passengers is found stabbed to death. Poirot is enlisted to solve the case, but what appears to be a simple matter, given the close quarters of the train car and the limited pool of suspects, becomes increasingly complicated as each new piece of evidence is gathered.




    Murder on the Orient Express (1934) continues the serialised detective stories of Agatha Christie’s Hercule Poirot, her most widely beloved and wildly popular character, and one of the most recognised names in fiction around the world.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    ENTER HERCULE POIROT




    Detective Hercule Poirot makes his way to Stamboul by train for a short vacation. On the train he observes the only two other passengers, Mary Debenham and Colonel Arbuthnot. The train is delayed, and Mary worriedly tells Poirot that she must make her next train — but the delay is short.




    At the Tokatlian Hotel, Poirot meets an old friend, Monsieur Bouc. The two remark upon an American with the look of a “wild animal” (p. 13). Poirot is called back to a case, and must abandon his trip to make his way back immediately by the Simplon Orient train. The train is unexpectedly full, but he manages to secure a cabin for himself on the Istanbul-Calais coach with the help of Bouc, who happens to be the director of the company.




    THE MURDER OF MR RATCHETT – POIROT ACCEPTS THE CASE




    On the train, accompanied by Monsieur Bouc, Poirot takes note of the thirteen passengers aboard, which include Debenham and Colonel Arbuthnot. Mr Ratchett, the American Poirot observed at the hotel, approaches him, offering him a large sum of money for a job. Mr Ratchett believes his life is in danger, and wants to hire Poirot as a guard. Poirot refuses, because he does not like Mr Ratchett’s face. Poirot is not the only one to dislike Ratchett: another passenger, Mrs Hubbard, an older American woman, confides to Poirot that she would be unsurprised if the man turned out to be a murderer.




    Poirot awakens to a cry in the night in the compartment next to his, Ratchett’s. The Wagon Lit conductor checks it, but the voice from within answers in French, assuring him that nothing is wrong.




    The train is stopped by snow. Poirot goes to the restaurant car, where the gathered passengers collectively discuss the delay. During this, Poirot is summoned by Bouc. A dead body has been found: Ratchett’s, full of twelve sporadic stab wounds. Circumstances clearly suggest the murderer has to be on the Istanbul-Calais coach. As the train is delayed, and the police will be slow to arrive, Bouc beseeches Poirot to take the case. After considering that he will have “many hours of boredom [...] whilst [they] are stuck” (p. 28), as well as the intimate space and small pool of suspects suggesting a simple job, Poirot accepts the request.




    POIROT BEGINS TO INVESTIGATE




    Poirot questions Hector MacQueen, Ratchett’s secretary. MacQueen confesses he did not particularly like Ratchett, but Poirot feels little reason to regard him as a prime suspect. MacQueen produces an anonymous letter for Poirot, whose contents further suggest Ratchett had many enemies, as Ratchett himself knew.




    Poirot and a Greek doctor, Dr Constantine, examine the crime scene. The scientific evidence confounds the two, as it suggests, simultaneously: that the murderer was a woman pretending to be a man, and vice versa; that there were two murderers acting separately; and that there were two murderers acting together. Poirot discovers a handkerchief with an H on it and a pipe cleaner. He also finds a charred letter that reveals Ratchett’s real name to be Cassetti. Ratchett had once been in a gang who kidnapped and ransomed individuals, killing them if necessary. He had killed a child, Daisy Armstrong — the name on the charred piece of paper in his compartment — and, though legally exonerated, fled America to escape vigilantism.
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