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    ZORA NEALE HURSTON




    AMERICAN WRITER




    

      	Born in Notasulga, Alabama in 1891.




      	Died in Fort Pierce, Florida in 1960.




      	Notable works:




      	
Mules and Men (1935), a study of African-American folklore




      	
Moses, Man of the Mountain (1939), novel




      	
Dust Tracks on a Road (1942), autobiography


    




    Zora Neale Hurston was an African-American writer and folklorist who can be linked with the Harlem Renaissance, a period of blossoming of African-American arts and culture which took place mainly in Harlem, New York (c. 1918-1937). This movement was very significant for the development of African-American literature.




    Hurston grew up in Eatonville, Florida, which was one of the first all-black towns in the United States. She experienced poverty and difficulties in her life, but she managed to study anthropology, explore African-American language and culture and write fiction and non-fiction. Although she was a successful writer in her time, by the end of 1950s she was ‘forgotten’ and working as a maid. The true recognition of her talent and the importance of her works came posthumously. She is now considered to have been one of the most important African-American writers of the 20th century. Many contemporary African-American female writers, such as Alice Walker and Toni Morrison, consider her to be their literary foremother.




    Hurston explores African-American culture, folklore and language in her writing, and uses her personal experiences and her anthropological knowledge to bring African-American culture to life in her fiction.


  




  

    THEIR EYES WERE WATCHING GOD




    AN AFRICAN-AMERICAN FOLK ROMANCE




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Hurston, Z. N. (2007) Their Eyes Were Watching God. London: Virago Press.




      	
1st edition: 1937




      	
Themes: love, female empowerment, independence, language and speech, African-American culture


    




    Their Eyes Were Watching God can be described as a folk romance. It is the story of Janie, an African-American woman who searches for love, happiness and emancipation. She gets married three times, but finds love and fulfilment only in her last marriage. Love and women’s place in love relationships are central to the novel. Although love is the driving force of Janie’s story, her need to be free to make her own choices and the way she learns to use her own voice are equally important.




    The characters in the novel are African-American, and their cultural identity and language are integral parts of the novel. Hurston uses African-American Vernacular English to give her characters authentic voices, and the dialogue is representative of African-American culture in the early 20th century. Hurston both grew up in the culture which she describes and studied it as an anthropologist. This makes the language use and the representation of the characters, their culture and the novel’s setting rich, believable and meaningful.
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