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			Joël Dicker


			Swiss writer of French books


			

					Born in Geneva in 1985


					
Selected works:
	
The Tiger (2005), short story


	
The Final Days of Our Fathers (2010), novel


	
The Truth About the Harry Quebert Affair (2012), novel







			


			A French-speaking Swiss, Joël Dicker was born in 1985 in Geneva. A law graduate, he has always possessed a true passion for writing. This passion showed itself in his early years: at the age of 10, he founded a nature magazine which earned him the title of ‘Switzerland’s Youngest Editor-In-Chief’. In 2005, his short story The Tiger was awarded a prize and published as part of a literary contest. He then turned to writing novels. In 2010, The Final Days of Our Fathers, a historical narrative on the British contribution to the French Resistance, won the Geneva Writers prize, but it would not be published until 2012.


		




		

			The Truth About the Harry Quebert Affair


			An exciting thriller


			

					
Genre: Mystery novel


					
Reference edition: Dicker, J. (2012) La Vérité sur l'affaire Harry Quebert. Paris: Éditions de Fallois.1



					
First edition: 2012


					
Themes: investigation, murder, writing, information society, success 


			


			Published in September 2012, The Truth About the Harry Quebert Affair is the second novel written by Joël Dicker. The story takes place on the East Coast of the United States in the summer of 2008. Marcus Goldman, a young novelist, decides to investigate a sordid case involving his former university professor: the great writer Harry Quebert, who has been accused of the murder of an elderly lady and a 15-year-old girl, with whom he supposedly maintained a romantic relationship. The story is told in the first person by Marcus and is dotted with quotes from the manuscripts mentioned in the text.


			This crime novel offers us a snapshot of contemporary American society and actionable insights on varied subjects: love, friendship, writing, success and even the information society.


			


			

				

					1 Quotes taken from the reference edition have been translated by BrightSummaries.com.


				


			


		




		

			Summary


			The novel is made up of three parts, each with a title and a subtitle that mention the writing work of the narrator. Each section is further divided into chapters numbered in descending order. The number of chapters corresponds to the number of pieces of advice that Harry Quebert had given Marcus Goldman when he was his professor. These pieces of advice are presented at the beginning of each chapter. Note that this summary does not follow the structure of the novel.


			A murderous love


			A new treasured star of American literature with the publication of his first novel in 2006, Marcus Goldman is lacking inspiration. Under pressure from his publisher, Roy Barnaski, he calls his former teacher, Harry Quebert, a writer, who invites him to spend a few weeks at his home in Aurora. On 6th March 2008, while he is staying at Harry’s house, Marcus learns a terrible truth: during the summer of 1975, Harry, then aged 34, maintained a romantic relationship with Nola Kellergan, who was only 15 years old. On 30th August that year, she mysteriously disappeared.
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