

		

			

				[image: ]

			


		


		

			

			


		


		

			

				[image: ]

			


		


		

			

			


		


		

			

				[image: ]

			


		


		

			

			


		


		

			

			


		




		

			Jane Austen


			English writer


			

					Born in Steventon in 1775


					Died in Winchester in 1817


					
Notable works :
	
Pride and Prejudice (1813), novel


	
Emma (1815), novel


	
Persuasion (1818), novel







			


			Jane Austen was an English woman of letters and was born in 1775 and died in 1817. The daughter of a rector of the Anglican Church and a member of English good society, she grew up surrounded by her six brothers and her sister. Her parents could not afford to offer her long years of studying, so her education came from her father, her brothers and the family library, which was particularly well-equipped and to which she had free access. She never married and lived her whole life with her family.


			Her works often contain criticisms of the sentimental novels of the second half of the eighteenth century. Jane Austen denounces the woman’s dependence on her husband. The main novels published during her life are Sense and Sensibility (published anonymously in 1811), Pride and Prejudice (1813), Mansfield Park (1814) and Emma (1815).


		




		

			Pride and Prejudice


			A novel full of humor and sentiment


			

					
Genre: epistolary novel


					
Reference edition: Austen, J. (1853) Pride and Prejudice. London: Spottiswoodes and Shaw.


					
1st edition: 1813


					
Themes: love, marriage, social class, women, society


			


			Pride and Prejudice is Jane Austen’s most popular novel, and was the first piece written by her. Initially entitled First Impressions, the manuscript was rejected by an editor in 1797. In 1809, Jane Austen began revising the novel and it was published anonymously in 1813 under the title Pride and Prejudice, two years after the publication of Sense and Sensibility.


			This romantic comedy is split into three parts and takes place during the Napoleonic Wars (1797-1815) at Longbourn in the English countryside. Jane Austen depicts a society extremely marked by social distinction and where the social consciousness of belonging to a certain class is very strong. The story is told through the eyes of Elizabeth Bennet, the main protagonist of Pride and Prejudice.


		




		

			Summary


			Book I


			Chapters 1-4


			The announcement of the arrival of a rich young man, Charles Bingley, at the manor of Netherfield Park creates a lot of excitement in Longbourn, particularly among the Bennets. The family has five daughters: Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, Catherine and Lydia, who are all still unmarried. Their mother, Mrs. Bennet, sees the arrival of the young man as an opportunity to marry one of her children.


			They all meet a few days later at a ball. Mr. Bingley is accompanied by his two sisters, his brother-in-law, and a friend named Darcy, who is particularly haughty and unpleasant, especially towards Elizabeth.


			Chapters 5-8


			Discussions about the ball arise once again when the daughters of Sir William Lucas, the Bennets’ neighbor, come to visit them. The eldest, Charlotte, addresses Darcy’s attitude towards Elizabeth.
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