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    WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE




    ENGLISH PLAYWRIGHT AND POET




    

      	Born in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564.




      	Died in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1616.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
King Lear (1623), play




          	
A Midsummer Night’s Dream (1600), play




          	
Richard III (1597), play


        


      


    




    William Shakespeare was an English playwright and poet and is generally considered the most influential writer in the English language. He worked in several modes including comedy, history, tragedy, the narrative poem and the sonnet, and was active during an extraordinary flowering of creativity during the Elizabethan Renaissance – not just as a playwright, but also as an actor and as the eventual co-owner of the Globe theatre in London. Shakespeare spent 20 years in London, where he wrote all of his famous works and staged them with his own acting company, The King’s Men, and others. Shakespeare’s plays are universal in their scope, as they explore all the complexities of the human experience, from politics to love and death. Played constantly all around the world and revered for their complex characters and deft use of language, Shakespeare’s plays are now considered one of the crowning jewels of English and international literary heritage.


  




  

    TROILUS AND CRESSIDA




    TRAGIC DRAMA




    

      	
Genre: play




      	
Reference edition: Shakespeare, W. (2015) Troilus and Cressida. London: The Arden Shakespeare, revised ed. by David Bevington.




      	
1st edition: 1623




      	
Themes: love and lust, war and honour, pride, appearances and reality, the personal and the political, performativity


    




    Written between 1601 and 1602 and first published in the First Folio edition of 1623, Troilus and Cressida is a transitional play for Shakespeare, written after Hamlet (1600-1) but before the other great tragedies – King Lear, Antony and Cleopatra, etc. – which were to follow. Set in the mythological Ancient Greece of the Trojan War, the play follows the unfolding and disastrous romance that blooms between Troilus, a Trojan prince, and Cressida, the daughter of a Trojan priest who has defected to the Greek side. It has been labelled one of Shakespeare’s ‘problem plays’ due to the complications arising from its historical-mythological setting, its unlikeable and seemingly satirical portraits of the mythical Greek heroes (who are depicted as godlike and noble in Homer’s works) and its lack of typical tragic plot structure. It is also shares the somewhat wry and pessimistic view of human nature seen in other problem plays such as Measure for Measure or All’s Well That Ends Well. While its reception historically was puzzled and mixed, beginning in the 20th century the play gained increasing respect and fascination as an object of study and was staged more frequently. It is generally seen today as one of Shakespeare’s most enigmatic, daring and contemporarily relevant plays.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    TROILUS FALLS IN LOVE




    It is the seventh year of the Trojan War. Troilus, the youngest son of Priam, the king of Troy, has fallen in love with Cressida, the daughter of Calchas, a priest from Troy who has defected to the Greek camp. The play opens with Troilus complaining to Pandarus, a Trojan lord and Cressida’s uncle, that he is suffering tremendously in his unrequited, unconsummated love and saying that as long as he is in such pain, he will refuse to fight the Greeks. Pandarus becomes Troilus’ go-between in his attempts to woo Cressida.
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