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			Herbert George Wells


			English writer


			

					Born in Kent (England) in 1866


					Died in London in 1946


					
Notable works:
	
The Time Machine (1895), novel


	
The Island of Doctor Moreau (1896), novel


	
The War of the Worlds (1897), novel







			


			Herbert George Wells (1866-1946) was a British writer. From a modest background, he grew up in Kent, undertaking various activities before beginning his studies in biology. He tried his hand at writing and publishing scientific essays, short stories and science fiction novels such as The Time Machine (1895), The Island of Doctor Moreau (1896) and The War of the Worlds (1897).


			The successor of Jules Verne, Wells is considered one of the founders of modern science fiction, combining imagination and scientific progress. In his novels, he introduced the main elements of the genre, including travel through time and space, which became a pretext for a criticism of the English society of his time.


		




		

			The War of the Worlds


			When aliens invade the Earth…


			

					
Genre: science fiction novel


					
Reference edition: Wells, H.G. (2014) The War of the Worlds. Marblehead: Trajectory, Inc.



					
First edition: 1897


					
Themes: aliens, supernatural, invasion, war, escape, fear


			


			The War of the Worlds was published in 1897 and became one of Wells’ best-known novels. It tells of a Martian invasion on Earth through the story of the narrator, who is caught up at the heart of the events. Inspired by culture shock and the actions of Europeans during the conquest of the New World, this was one of the first works to depict a confrontation between aliens and humans. The novel therefore gave rise to the true mythology of the ‘other’ in science fiction. The novel was also a pretext for moral reflection on the human being. 


		




		

			Summary


			The “thing”


			The story is set at the end of the nineteenth century. At that time, men had not yet even imagined that we could exist in a world of beings of superior intelligence. But, on Mars, living beings are threatened by the cooling of their planet. In 1894, astronomers observe, coming from the red planet, bright bursts of light similar to projectiles. Soon, a meteor crashes near Woking, Surrey. As the crowd gather around the “thing”, it begins to move: a Martian is laboriously extracting himself from the mysterious cylinder. The people of Woking will soon discover that this creature does not come in peace…
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