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			Erich Maria Remarque


			German novelist


			

					Born in Osnabrück in 1898


					Died in Locarno (Switzerland) in 1970


					
Notable works:
	
All Quiet on the Western Front (1929), novel


	
Three Comrades (1937), novel


	
A Time to Love and a Time to Die (1954), novel







			


			Erich Maria Remarque (Erich Paul Remark’s pseudonym), born in 1898 in Germany and died in 1970 in Switzerland, was one of the great authors interested in human values, such as friendship, solidarity and pacifism (Three Comrades, 1937). He was also a man branded by the time he lived in, and worried about the economic depression (The Black Obelisk, 1956), dictatorship and oppression (A Time to Love and a Time to Die, 1954). His first novels, very poignant, and erroneously and exaggeratedly interpreted at the time of their first printing (some people considered the author to be conveying antinationalist messages in his works), resulted in him losing his German nationality.


		




		

			All Quiet on the Western Front


			The war through the eyes of a German voluntary soldier


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Remarque, E. M. (Unknown) All Quiet on the Western Front. [Online]. Trans. Wheen Fawcett crest, A.W. [Accessed 23 November 2015]. Available from: <http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/esimpson/files/AQWF%20-%20full%20text.pdf>


					
First edition: 1929


					
Themes: First World War, Germany, death, horror


			


			All Quiet on the Western Front (Im Westen nichts neues, 1929) is the moving yet very factual and poetic story of a simple German soldier sent to the front during the First World War, at barely 18 years old. In writing this literary document, Remarque, who was also marked by this bloody historical episode, wanted to reconcile with the world and with himself. This debut novel of the author, which immediately became an international success (it was translated into more than 25 languages), also triggered many debates, namely in Germany, Italy and Russia, in the context of the rise of fascism and the very tense relations between various European powers.


		




		

			Summary


			First doubts


			As a young German soldier during the First World War, Paul Bäumer explains what he witnesses with great realism. A model recruit at the beginning of the conflict, following the atrocities and power abuses he sees, he quickly becomes aware of the absurdity of the struggle.


			His narration opens on the day of rest of a German military division on the French front: they receive a double ration of food (the survivors have received the rations of their dead comrades), read newspapers and letters at leisure, and listen to music, which improves their well-being.
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