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    ELIZABETH CLEGHORN GASKELL




    ENGLISH NOVELIST, BIOGRAPHER AND SHORT STORY WRITER




    

      	Born in London in 1810.




      	Died near Alton, Hampshire in 1865.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Mary Barton (1848), novel




          	
Cranford (1851-1853), novel




          	
The Life of Charlotte Brontë (1857), biography


        


      


    




    Widely considered one of the greatest novelists of the Victorian period, Elizabeth Cleghorn Gaskell is most often remembered as a realist whose writing focused on the social issues of her time, including the plight of the poor and the problems rife in the industrial North of England. North and South and Mary Barton, two of her most notable works, both centre on these themes.




    Born to Unitarian minister William Stevenson and his wife Elizabeth Holland, Gaskell spent her early years in London before moving in with her maternal aunt in Cheshire. Later, she married William Gaskell and settled in the industrial city of Manchester, an experience which informed much of her later writing. She produced her first novel, Mary Barton, in 1848, and the book caught the eye of Charles Dickens (English writer, 1812-1870). As a result, the writer invited Gaskell to contribute to his magazine, Household Words, in which North and South was later published. Gaskell was also a close friend of the English writer Charlotte Brontë (1816-1855), whose biography she wrote after Brontë’s death.


  




  

    NORTH AND SOUTH




    AN INDUSTRIAL VICTORIAN NOVEL




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Gaskell, E. (1994) North and South. Hertfordshire: Wordsworth Editions Limited.




      	
1st edition: 1854-1855 (serialised)




      	
Themes: industrial England, social class, North vs. South, poverty, Victorian society, personal and public life  


    




    North and South was published in Charles Dickens’ magazine Household Words, appearing in 20 parts between the years 1854 and 1855. The novel follows the young female protagonist Margaret Hale as she is forced to leave the gentle, rural comfort of her home in the south of England to live in the fictional industrial town of Milton, located in the north of England. Her experiences there expose the stark cultural, social and class divides that existed between the north and south of England during the Victorian era, as well as illustrating the impact of the industrial revolution on the cities of the north.




    The novel is semi-autobiographical, with certain elements lifted from Gaskell’s own life. Milton is, for example, based on the city of Manchester in which Gaskell lived with her husband, while the crisis of faith Margaret Hale’s father suffers in the novel mirrors a similar crisis experienced by Gaskell’s Unitarian father.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    THE GENTEEL SOUTH




    Our protagonist Margaret Hale has lived in the south for a number of years with her Aunt Shaw and cousin Edith. Edith is soon to be married to Captain Lennox, while Margaret will be moving back to the country parsonage of Helstone with her parents.




    Margaret is delighted to return to her genteel home, but her parents both appear unhappy. Mr Hale appears withdrawn, and Mrs Hale laments over her absent son Frederick. Lawyer Henry Lennox, Captain Lennox’s brother, pays a visit to Margaret to confess his romantic feelings for her, which she rejects. Though she feels guilty, she is soon distracted by the news that the family must leave their home to live in the industrial northern town of Milton, as her father has experienced a crisis of faith.




    THE INDUSTRIAL NORTH




    In the north, Margaret is shocked at the contrast between the beautiful pastures of Helstone and the smoky streets of Milton. She meets Mr Thornton, a local mill-owner, for the first time, and the two take an immediate dislike to each other. Mr Hale strikes up a friendly relationship with Mr Thornton, however, as he tutors him. Though Margaret dislikes Milton, she soon befriends a local mill-worker, Nicholas Higgins, and his sickly daughter Bess.
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