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    PHILIP K. DICK




    AMERICAN NOVELIST




    

      	Born in Chicago, Illinois, in 1928.




      	Died in Santa Ana, California, in 1982.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (1968), novel




          	
Ubik (1969), novel




          	
A Scanner Darkly (1977), novel


        


      


    




    Philip K. Dick is one of the most influential sci-fi writers of all time, as well as one of the most prolific. With over two dozen novels and over 100 short stories published in his lifetime, Dick’s fiction explores dense philosophical subjects. Perhaps most notable and most frequent among them were metaphysics and the nature of reality, as well as what constitutes a real human being in worlds increasingly dominated by virtual reality, androids, and commercialisation.




    While not enormously successful while he was alive, Dick’s novels have been adapted into numerous critically acclaimed films (such as Blade Runner [1982] and Total Recall [1990, 2012]), and his works are typically regarded as foundational to the sci-fi genre.


  




  

    THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE




    IN AN ALTERNATE FUTURE WHERE THE AXIS POWERS WON WWII, THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN REAL AND COPY IS BLURRING




    

      	
Genre: science fiction novel




      	
Reference edition: Dick, P. K. (2015) The Man in the High Castle. London: Penguin Classics.




      	
1st edition: 1962




      	
Themes: international conflict, science fiction, reality, simulacra, postwar fiction, WWII, paranoia, nationalism, national consciousness


    




    In the 1960s in what used to be the United States, Japan and Germany have divided the continent into territories. The mysterious Mr Baynes arrives in San Francisco, California, Japanese territory, under the pretence of being a salesman. His presence, however, signals and catalyses a conflict between Germany and Japan. Caught in the wake of this international conflict are Frank Frink, his ex-wife Juliana, and Robert Childan, and the events engender two questions: what is real, and who is the man in the High Castle?


  




  

    SUMMARY




    POSTWAR AMERICA AND VINTAGE AMERICANA




    Robert Childan, owner of an antiques store, gets a call from one Mr Tagomi, who is frustrated that a poster he had ordered has yet to arrive. After Childan suggests some replacement pieces, a young Japanese couple comes in and he manages to make himself feel better by easily making a sale.




    Frank ‘Goldfish’ Frink lays in bed late into the morning. He lives on the West Coast of what used to be the United States – after Capitulation Day in 1947, some parts of the continent came under the control of Japan, and others of the German Third Reich. As a Jewish man in hiding, Frink thinks he must either “come to terms” (p. 18) with his employer Wyndam-Matson or the Japanese authorities – any other options would push him into German territory, where he would be at risk of death if his identity were discovered. Along with the victory of the Axis powers in WWII, we learn that Germany “wiped out” (p. 17) Africa and made it into a slave colony.




    Frink consults his copy of the I Ching – The Book of Changes, a Taoist oracle-text – to find out how best to talk to Wyndam-Matson, as well as whether he will ever see his ex-wife Juliana again. The oracle suggests modesty for the former, and that Juliana was not meant for him, even though he still loves her.




    Nobusuke Tagomi consults his own I Ching to discern how his meeting will go with his client, Mr Baynes, to whom he was meant to give Childan’s late antique. Tagomi calls in Mr Ramsey, a man of Midwest United States descent, to properly judge the authenticity of the replacement artefacts Childan will bring. The oracle predicts that the meeting with Baynes will go well, and Tagomi infers that a working relationship beneficial to his business will be struck up. The oracle also reveals that Baynes is a spy – but for whom, Tagomi cannot discern.
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