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    J.K. ROWLING




    ENGLISH WRITER




    

      	Born in Yate (England) in 1965.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (1997), novel




          	
The Casual Vacancy (2012), novel




          	
The Cuckoo’s Calling (2013), novel


        


      


    




    J.K. Rowling famously came up with the idea for the Harry Potter series on a train from Manchester to London, though the first book in the series was not published until several years later. The first novel in the series, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, achieved unprecedented success, and Rowling was catapulted to fame. The immense popularity of Harry Potter only grew with the publication of the later books in the series, and Rowling is now one of the most well-known and influential children’s authors in the world.




    Following the publication of the final book in the series, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Rowling took a break from publishing until 2012, when her first adult novel, The Casual Vacancy, was released. She has since published four crime novels in her Cormoran Strike series, which is published under the pseudonym Robert Galbraith, as well as a play which follows on from the Harry Potter series, Harry Potter and the Cursed Child.


  




  

    HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF THE PHOENIX




    THE FIFTH INSTALMENT IN THE HARRY POTTER SERIES




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Rowling, J.K. (2014) Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix. London: Bloomsbury Publishing.




      	
1st edition: 2003




      	
Themes: fantasy, magic, good versus evil, friendship, growing up


    




    First published in 2003, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix is the fifth book in J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series. At almost 800 pages, it is the longest book in the series. Five million copies were sold in the first 24 hours after it was released, and it won several awards.




    The novel follows Harry through his fifth year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, as he deals with the return of Lord Voldemort and the mistrust of the rest of the wizarding world, which refuses to believe Harry’s story of Voldemort’s return. He is also faced with a challenging new Defence Against the Dark Arts teacher, Dolores Umbridge, an important figure at the Ministry of Magic, which begins to use her as a means of interfering in the running of the school. At the same time, Harry is dealing with the normal issues faced by a 15-year-old, including conflicts with his friends and trouble with girls.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    A STRESSFUL SUMMER




    The novel begins with Harry staying with his aunt and uncle at Privet Drive during a particularly hot summer, feeling abandoned by his friends in the wizarding world. After being forced to use the Patronus Charm to fend off an unusual Dementor attack, Harry receives a letter from the Ministry of Magic informing him that he must attend a disciplinary hearing for using magic outside school. Several wizards, including Mad-Eye Moody and Remus Lupin, arrive at the house and escort Harry to London, eventually arriving at number twelve, Grimmauld Place – the Headquarters of the Order of the Phoenix.
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