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  FRED VARGAS




  FRENCH NOVELIST AND ESSAYIST




  

    	Born in Paris in 1957.




    	

      Notable works:



      

        	
Have Mercy on Us All (2001), detective novel




        	
The Ghost Riders of Ordebec (2011), detective novel




        	
A Climate of Fear (2015), detective novel


      


    


  




  Fred Vargas is the pen-name of Frédérique Audoin-Rouzeau, who is an archaeologist by training and formerly worked at the French National Centre for Scientific Research (Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, CNRS) as an expert in the Middle Ages. Her pen-name is based on the character Maria Vargas, played by Ava Gardner (American actress, 1922-1990) in Joseph L. Mankiewicz’s (American director, 1909-1993) 1954 film The Barefoot Contessa. Her twin sister Jo Vargas, a painter, uses the same surname as part of her own pseudonym.




  Vargas has published over a dozen detective novels to date, including The Three Evangelists (1995), Seeking Whom He May Devour (1999) and An Uncertain Place (2008). She is one of the leading contemporary French authors of detective fiction, and a number of her novels have won awards both in France and abroad. She has also written multiple philosophical essays, including Petit traité de toutes vérités sur l’existence (“Little Treaty of Truths about Existence”, 2001) and Critique de l’anxiété pure (“Critique of Pure Anxiety”, 2003).




  THIS NIGHT’S FOUL WORK




  A MYSTERY WITH A MEDIEVAL TWIST




  

    	
Genre: detective novel




    	
Reference edition: Vargas, F. (2014) This Night’s Foul Work. Trans. Reynolds, S. London: Vintage.




    	
1st edition: 2006




    	
Themes: murder, schizophrenia, investigation, elixir of youth


  




  This Night’s Foul Work tells the story of Commissaire Jean-Baptiste Adamsberg’s investigation into the murders of two men who have been found with their throats cut. In the course of the investigation, he is reunited with his former colleague Dr Ariane Lagarde, learns that a dangerous criminal has escaped from prison in Germany and takes an interest in a strange case in Normandy involving some stags, which have been killed and then cut open so that their hearts can be removed.




  Adamsberg also has to deal with his fraught relationship with his ex-girlfriend Camille, the arrival of a new lieutenant who is behaving suspiciously, and a shadowy figure that seems to be haunting the streets of Paris. In the end, he manages to connect the initial murders to the deaths of the stags and solve the mystery of De sanctis reliquis, a medieval book that seems to be the key to the puzzle.




  This Night’s Foul Work won the Trophée 813 (a prize awarded by the Association 813, which was founded in 1979 with the aim of promoting detective fiction) for Best French-Language Novel in 2006.




  SUMMARY




  THE VICTIMS




  Jean-Baptiste Adamsberg, commissaire of the Serious Crime Squad in Paris, is investigating the deaths of two men who have been found with their throats cut. He also meets the new police pathologist, Dr Ariane Lagarde, with whom he has already worked on a previous case.




  Lagarde is an expert in schizophrenic killers, meaning murderers who have two personalities (which she refers to as Alpha and Omega), each of which is entirely unaware of the other. These separate personalities are described as “dissociated”: one of them commits murders, while the other goes about its normal life in complete ignorance of the crimes. Lagarde picks up on a few details that lead her to suspect that the killer is a woman, and notices that they stabbed their victims with a syringe without actually injecting anything into them.




  The Serious Crime Squad is expanding, and one of its new members is lieutenant Louis Veyrenc, whose sole reason for joining the team is his desire to solve the mystery of the attack he survived as a child. He is convinced that his superior, Adamsberg, had something to do with it, and it is hinted that the commissaire did in fact take part in the attack, although the circumstances surrounding it remain murky.
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