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			Guillaume Musso


			French author


			

					Born in Antibes in 1974.


					
Notable works:
	
Lost and Found (2007), novel


	
The Girl on Paper (2011), novel


	
7 Years Later (2012), novel 







			


			Guillaume Musso was born in Antibes in the south of France in 1974, and knew from a very early age that he wanted to be a writer. A trip to New York when he was 19 proved a formative experience, providing him with many ideas for his novels. He studied economics at university, and taught the subject until 2008. His breakout novel, Afterwards… (2004), has sold over a million copies and been translated into over 20 languages to date. His subsequent novels, including A Mix-Up in Heaven (2005), Will You Be There? (2006) and Lost and Found (2007), also proved a hit with readers and cemented his position as one of France’s most popular contemporary novelists. A number of his books have been adapted for the cinema.


		




		

			The Girl on Paper


			A compelling blend of fantasy and reality


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Musso, G. (2012) The Girl on Paper. Trans. Aitken, A. and Boyce, E. London: Gallic Books.


					
1st edition: 2010


					
Themes: writing, separation, friendship, love, depression, the supernatural


			


			The Girl on Paper was published in the spring of 2010 to popular and critical acclaim, with many reviewers considering it one of Musso’s best novels to date. It combines fantasy and reality to tell the story of Tom Boyd, a writer who is going through a difficult patch in his life and feeling adrift. This all changes when Billie Donnelly, the heroine of one of his novels, falls through the page and suddenly materialises in his living room. Thanks to this surprising encounter, Tom gradually rediscovers his zest for life and love of writing.


		




		

			Summary


			A man who has lost his way


			Tom Boyd is the author of the bestselling Angel Trilogy, but despite his professional success, his life is falling apart: Aurore, the woman he loves, has left him; he is suffering from writer’s block as his devoted readers and his editor eagerly await the third instalment in the series; and his drug use, drinking and arrest make perfect tabloid fodder. Fortunately, he can still count on his loyal friends Carole and Milo, who grew up with him in the tough MacArthur Park neighbourhood of Los Angeles. However, their well-meaning advice and attempts to help him seem to fall on deaf ears. Milo is especially worried because he has to break some important news to Tom: they have already spent the sizeable advance he received for the third book, and the money that Milo tried to invest “went up in smoke with the Madoff affair” (p. 47). Tom is stunned by his friend’s revelation and quickly comprehends the gravity of the situation: if he finishes his book the sales will easily pay off the advance, but if he does not overcome his writer’s block, the empire he and Milo spent years building will collapse, leaving them both mired in debt. However, he is still reeling from his breakup with Aurora and feels powerless to do anything. He is so desperate that he tries to commit suicide by overdosing on pills.
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