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PREFACE.








History, until a recent period, was mainly a record of gigantic

crimes and their consequent miseries. The dazzling

glow of its narrations lighted never the path of the peaceful

Husbandman, as his noiseless, incessant exertions transformed

the howling wilderness into a blooming and fruitful garden, but

gleamed and danced on the armor of the Warrior as he rode

forth to devastate and destroy. One year of his labors sufficed

to undo what the former had patiently achieved through centuries;

and the campaign was duly chronicled while the labors

it blighted were left to oblivion. The written annals of a nation

trace vividly the course of its corruption and downfall, but

are silent or meagre with regard to the ultimate causes of its

growth and eminence. The long periods of peace and prosperity

in which the Useful Arts were elaborated or perfected are

passed over with the bare remark that they afford little of interest

to the reader, when in fact their true history, could it now

be written, would prove of the deepest and most substantial

value. The world might well afford to lose all record of a hundred

ancient battles or sieges if it could thereby regain the

knowledge of one lost art, and even the Pyramids bequeathed

to us by Egypt in her glory would be well exchanged for a few

of her humble workshops and manufactories, as they stood in

the days of the Pharaohs. Of the true history of mankind

only a few chapters have yet been written, and now, when the

deficiencies of that we have are beginning to be realized, we find

that the materials for supplying them have in good part perished

in the lapse of time, or been trampled recklessly beneath the

hoof of the war-horse.


In the following pages, an effort has been made to restore a

portion of this history, so far as the meagre and careless traces



scattered through the Literature of Antiquity will allow.—Of

the many beneficent achievements of inventive genius, those

which more immediately minister to the personal convenience

and comfort of mankind seem to assert a natural pre-eminence.

Among the first under this head may be classed the invention

of Weaving, with its collateral branches of Spinning, Netting,

Sewing, Felting, and Dyeing. An account of the origin and

progress of this family of domestic arts can hardly fail to interest

the intelligent reader, while it would seem to have a special

claim on the attention of those engaged in the prosecution or

improvement of these arts. This work is intended to subserve

the ends here indicated. In the present age, when the resources

of Science and of Intellect have so largely pressed into

the service of Mechanical Invention, especially with reference to

the production of fabrics from fibrous substances, it is somewhat

remarkable that no methodical treatise on this topic has been

offered to the public, and that the topic itself seems to have almost

eluded the investigations of the learned. With the exception

of Mr. Yates’s erudite production, “Textrinum Antiquorum,”

we possess no competent work on the subject; and

valuable as is this production for its authority and profound research,

it is yet, for various reasons, of comparative inutility to

the general reader.


That a topic of such interest deserved elucidation will not be

denied when it is remembered that, apart from the question of

the direct influence these important arts have ever exerted upon

the civilization and social condition of communities, in various

ages of the world, there are other and scarcely inferior considerations

to the student, involved in their bearing upon the true

understanding of history, sacred and profane. To supply,

therefore, an important desideratum in classical archæology, by

thus seeking the better to illustrate the true social state of the

ancients, thereby affording a commentary on their commerce

and progress in domestic arts, is one of the leading objects contemplated

by the present work. In addition to this, our better

acquaintance with the actual condition of these arts in early

times will tend, in many instances, to confirm the historic accuracy

and elucidate the idiom of many portions of Holy Writ.





How many of the grandest discoveries in the scientific world

owe their existence to accident! and how many more of the

boasted creations of human skill have proved to be but restorations

of lost or forgotten arts! How much also is still being

revealed to us by the monumental records of the old world,

whose occult glyphs, till recently, defied the most persevering

efforts of the learned for their solution!


To be told that the Egyptians, four thousand years ago,

were cunning artificers in many of the pursuits which constitute

lucrative branches of our modern industry, might surprise

some readers: yet we learn from undoubted authorities that

such they were. They also were acquainted with the fabrication

of crapes, transparent tissues, cotton, silk, and paper, as

well as the art of preparing colors which still continue to defy

the corrosions of defacing time.


If the spider may be regarded as the earliest practical

weaver upon record—the generic name Textoriæ, supplying

the root from which is clearly derived the English terms, texture

and textile, as applied to woven fabrics, of whatever materials

they may be composed—the wasp may claim the honor of

having been the first paper-manufacturer, for he presents us

with a most undoubted specimen of clear white pasteboard, of

so smooth a surface as to admit of being written upon with

ease and legibility. Would the superlative wisdom of man but

deign, with microscopic gaze, to study the ingenious movements

of the insect tribe more minutely, it would not be easy

to estimate how much might thereby be achieved for human

science, philosophy, and even morals!


For those who love to add to their fund of general knowledge,

especially in the department of natural history, the author

trusts that much valuable and interesting information will be

found comprised in those pages of this work which delineate

the habits of the Silk-Worm, the Sheep, the Goat, the Camel,

the Beaver, &c.; while another department, being devoted to

the history of the Pastoral Life of the Ancients, will naturally

enlist the sympathies of such as take a deeper interest in the

records of ages and nations long since passed away. From a

mass of heterogeneous, though highly valuable materials, it has



been the design of the author to select, arrange, and conserve

all that was apposite to his subject and of intrinsic value.

Thus has he endeavored to render the piles of antiquity, to

adopt the words of a recent writer, well compacted—a process

which has been begun in our times, and with such eminent success

that even the men of the present age may live to see many

of the thousand and one folios of the ancients handed over

without a sigh to the trunk-maker.


The ample domains of Learning are fast being submitted to

fresh irrigation and renewed culture,—the exclusiveness of the

cloister has given place to an unrestricted distribution of the intellectual

wealth of all times. What civilization has accomplished

in the physical is also being achieved in the mental

world. The sterile and inaccessible wilderness is transformed

into the well-tilled garden, abounding in luxurious fruits and

fragrant flowers. It is the golden age of knowledge—its Paradise

Regained. The ponderous works of the olden time have

been displaced by the condensing process of modern literature;

yielding us their spirit and essence, without the heavy,

obscuring folds of their former verbal drapery. We want

real and substantial knowledge; but we are a labor-saving and

a time-economizing people,—it must therefore be obtained by

the most compendious processes. Except those with whom

learning is the business of life, we are too generally ignorant

of the mighty mysteries which Nature has heaped around our

path; ignorant, too, of many of the discoveries of science and

philosophy, in ancient as well as modern times. To meet the

exigencies of our day, a judgment in the selection and condensation

of works designed for popular use is demanded—a facility

like that of the alchymist, extracting from the crude ores

of antiquity the fine gold of true knowledge.


The plan of this work naturally divides itself into four departments.

The first division is devoted to the consideration of

Silk, its early history and cultivation in China and various

other parts of the world; illustrated by copious citations from

ancient writers: From among whom to instance Homer, we

learn that embroidery and tapestry were prominent arts with

the Thebans, that poet deriving many of his pictures of domestic



life from the paintings which have been found to ornament their

palaces. Thus it is evident that some of the proudest attainments

of art in our own day date their origin from a period coeval

at least with the Iliad. Again we find that the use of the

distaff and spindle, referred to in the Sacred Scriptures, was almost

as well understood in Egypt as it now is in India; while

the factory system, so far from being a modern invention, was

in full operation, and conducted under patrician influence, some

three thousand years ago. The Arabians also, even so far back

as five centuries subsequent to the deluge, were, it is stated on

credible authority, skilled in fabricating silken textures; while,

at a period scarcely less remote, we possess irrefragable testimony

in favor of their knowledge of paper made from cotton

rags. The inhabitants of Phœnicia and Tyre were, it appears,

the first acquainted with the process of dyeing: the Tyrian

purple, so often noticed by writers, being of so gorgeous a hue

as to baffle description. The Persians were also prodigal in

their indulgence in vestments of gold, embroidery and silk: the

memorable army of Darius affording an instance of sumptuous

magnificence in this respect. An example might also be given

of the extravagance of the Romans in the third century, in the

fact of a pound of silk being estimated literally by its weight

in gold. The nuptial robes of Maria, wife of Honorius, which

were discovered in her coffin at Rome in 1544, on being burnt,

yielded 36 pounds of pure gold! In the work here presented,

much interesting as well as valuable information is given under

this section, respecting the cultivation and manufacture of Silk

in China, Greece and other countries.


The second division of the work, comprising the history of the

Sheep, Goat, Camel, and Beaver, it is hoped will also be

found curious and valuable. The ancient history of the Cotton

manufacture follows—a topic that has enlisted the pens of

many writers, though their essays, with two or three exceptions,

merit little notice. The subsequent pages embody many new

and important facts, connected with its early history and progress,

derived from sources inaccessible to the general reader.

The fourth and last division, embracing the history of the Linen

manufacture, includes notices of Hemp, Flax, Asbestos, &c.



This department again affords a fruitful theme for the curious,

and one that will be deemed, perhaps, not the least attractive

of the volume. Completing the design of the work, will be

found the Appendices, comprising rare and valuable extracts,

derived from unquestionable authorities.


Of the Ten Illustrations herewith presented, five are entirely

original. It is hoped that these, at least, will be deemed

worthy the attention of the scholar as well as of the general

reader, and that their value will not be limited by their utility

as elucidations of the text. Among these, especial notice is requested

to the engraving of the Chinese Loom, a reduced fac-simile,

copied by permission from a magnificent Chinese production,

recently obtained from the Celestial Empire, and now in

the possession of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions in

this city. Another, equally worthy of notice, represents an

Egyptian weaving factory, with the processes of Spinning and

Winding; also a reduced fac-simile, copied from Champollion’s

great work on Egypt. The Spider, magnified with his web,

and the Indian Loom, it is presumed, will not fail to attract attention.


Throughout the entire work, the most diligent care has been

used in the collation of the numerous authorities cited, as well

as a rigid regard paid to their veracity. As a work so elaborate

in its character would necessarily have to depend, to a considerable

extent, for its facts and illustrations, upon the labors of

previous writers, the author deems no apology necessary in thus

publicly and gratefully avowing his indebtedness to the several

authors cited in order at the foot of his pages; but he would

especially mention the eminent name of Mr. Yates, to the fruits

of whose labors the present production owes much of its novelty,

attractiveness, and intrinsic value.


    New York, Oct. 1st, 1845.
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To please the flesh a thousand arts contend:


The miser’s heaps of gold, the figur’d vest,


The gem, the silk-worm, and the purple dye,


By toil acquir’d, promote no other end.—Peristeph. Hymn. x.














Whether silk is ever mentioned in the Old Testament

cannot perhaps be determined.


In Ezek. xvi. 10 and 13, “silk” is used in the common

English bible for משי, which occurs no where except here,

but which, as appears from the context, certainly meant some



valuable article of female dress. Le Clerc and Rosenmüller

translate it “serico;” Cocceius, Schindler, Buxtorf, in their

Lexicons, and Dr. John Taylor in his Concordance, give the

same interpretation. Augusti and De Wette in their German

translation make it signify “a silken veil.” Others give different

interpretations. The only ground, on which silk of

any kind is supposed to be meant, is that in the Alexandrine

or Septuagint version משי is translated τρίχαπτον, and τρίχαπτον

is explained by Hesychius to mean “the silken web fitted to

be placed over the hair of the head” (τὸ βομβύκινον ὕφασμα ὑπὲρ τῶν

τριχῶν τῆς κεφαλῆς ἁπτόμενον), and that other ancient Greek lexicographers

also suppose a silken garment to be meant.[1] But the

meaning of τρίχαπτον is in reality as obscure as that of משי.

Jerome could not discover it, and concluded that the word was

invented by the Greek translator. It is now extant no where

else except in a passage of the comic Pherecrates preserved in

Athenæus. Schneider, followed by Passow, supposes it to

mean some garment made of hair, and quotes to this effect

the explanation of Pollux (2. 24.), πλέγμα ἐκ τριχῶν. Although,

therefore, the term in question may possibly have denoted

some elegant and costly ornament for the head, made at least

partly of silk, yet this opinion appears to rest altogether upon

the assumption, first, that the ancient lexicographers are accurate

in their use of the epithet βομβύκινον, and secondly, that

the Alexandrine version is accurate in adopting the word

 τρίχαπτον.






[1] See Schleusner, Lexicon in LXX., v.

Τρίχαπτον.








In Isaiah xix. 9, according to King James’s Translators

and Bishop Lowth, mention is made of those “that work in

fine flax,” in the original עבדי פשתים שריקות. Rosenmüller

adopts nearly the same interpretation, which is founded

upon the use of the verb שרק or סרק in the Chaldee and

Syriac dialects to denote the operation of combing flax, wool,

hair, and other substances. In this sense the word has been

taken by the author of the Alexandrine Version, τοὺς ἐργαζομένους

τὸ λίνον τὸ σχιστὸν; by Symmachus, who instead of σχιστὸν uses

 κτενιστὸν; and by Jerome, “qui operabantur linum pectentes.”





In the Targum of Jonathan and in the Syriac Version the

same root is taken to denote silk; רסריקין פלחי כתנא Targ. ܥܒܕܝ ܟܬܢܐ ܕܣܪܩܝܢ

Syr. Both of these seem to admit

of the following literal translation, “those who make silken

tunics,” or in Latin, “Factores tunicarum e sericis.”


Kimchi supposes שריקות to mean silk webs, observing

that silk is called אל שרק by the Arabs. The same opinion

has been adopted by Nicholas Fuller[2], Buxtorf, and other

modern critics. Kennicott, however, arranges the words in

two lines as follows,








ובשו עבדי פשתים


שריקות וארגים הורי











According to this arrangement, which seems most suitable to

the rules of grammatical construction, we have three co-ordinate

phrases in the plural number, denoting three different

classes of artificers. The second, שריקות, would by its termination

denote female artificers, viz. women employed in

combing wool, flax, or other substances. On the whole we

are inclined to adopt this explanation of the word, as it appears

to be attended with the least difficulty, either grammatical

or etymological.






[2] Miscellanea Sacra, l. ii. c. 11.








Silk is mentioned Prov. xxxi. 22. in King James’s Translation,

i. e. the common English version, and in the margin

of Gen. xli. 42. But the use of the word is quite unauthorized.


After a full examination of the whole question Braunius[3]

decides that there is no mention of silk in the whole of the

Old Testament, and that it was unknown to the Hebrews in

ancient times.


“There can be no doubt,” says Professor Hurwitz, “that

manufactures and the arts must have attained a high degree

of perfection at the time when Moses wrote; and that many

of them were known long before that period, we have the evidence

of Scripture. It is true that inventions were at first



few, and their progress very slow, but they were suited to the

then condition and circumstances of man, as is evident even

in the art of clothing. Placed in the salubrious and mild air

of paradise, our first parents could hardly want any other covering

than what decency required. Accordingly we find that

the first and only article of dress was the חגורה  chagora, the

belt, (not aprons, as in the established version). The materials

of which it was made were fig leaves; (Gen. iii. 7.) the

same tree that afforded them food and shelter, furnished them

likewise with materials for covering their bodies. But when

in consequence of their transgressions they were to be ejected

from their blissful abode, and forced to dwell in less favourable

regions, a more substantial covering became necessary,

their merciful Creator made them (i. e. inspired them with

the thoughts of making for themselves) כתנות עור coats of

skins. (Gen. iii. 21.) The original word is כתנת c’thoneth,

whence the Greek χιτὼν the tunic, a close garment that was

usually worn next the skin, it reached to the knees, and had

sleeves (in after times it was made either of wool or linen.)

After man had subdued the sheep (Hebrew כבשׂ caves from

כגש to subdue[4]) and learned how to make use of its wool,

we find a new article of dress, namely the שמלה simla, an

upper garment: it consisted of a piece of cloth about six yards

long and two or three wide, in shape not unlike our blankets.

This will explain Gen. ix. 23, ‘And Shem and Japheth took

a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went

backward and covered the nakedness of their father.’ It

served as a dress by day, as a bed by night, (Exod. xxii. 26,)



‘If thou at all take thy neighbour’s raiment to pledge, thou

shalt deliver it unto him by that the sun goeth down; for that

is his covering only; it is his raiment for his skin: wherein

shall he sleep?’ And sometimes burdens were carried in it,

(Exod. xii. 34,) ‘And the people took their dough before it

was leavened, their kneading-troughs being bound up in their

clothes upon their shoulders.’


“In the course of time various other garments came into

use, as mentioned in several other parts of Scripture. The

materials of which these garments were usually made are

specified in Leviticus xiii. 47-59, ‘The garment also that

the plague of the leprosy is in, whether it be a woollen garment

or a linen garment, whether it be in the warp or woof,

of linen or of woollen; whether in a skin, or in anything

made of skin, &c.’”






[3] De vestitu Heb. Sacerdotum, l. 1. cap. viii. § 8.







[4] There is not the least shadow of truth in support of such a deduction; and

particularly so since the general tenor of the Scriptures leads to a very different

conclusion. We are, therefore, not authorized to give our support to any such

hypothesis. The history of the Sheep and Goat is so interwoven with the history

of man, that those naturalists have not reasoned correctly, who have thought it

necessary to refer the first origin of either of them to any wild stock at all. Such

view is, we imagine, more in keeping with the inferences to be drawn from Scripture

History with regard to the early domestication of the sheep. Abel, we are

told, was a keeper of sheep, and it was one of the firstlings of his flock that he

offered to the Lord, and which, proving a more acceptable sacrifice, excited the

implacable and fatal jealousy of his brother Cain. (See Part ii. pp. 217 and 293.)








In our search for the distant origin of any art or science, or

in looking through the long vista of ages remote even to nations

extinct before our own, we are favored with satisfactory

evidence so long as we are accompanied with authentic records:

beyond, all is dark, obscure, tradition, fable. On such ground

it would be credulous or rash in the extreme to repeat as our

own, an affirmation, when that rests on the single testimony

of one party or interest, especially when that is of a very questionable

character. It is even safer, when history or well authenticated

records fail us, to appeal to philosophy, or to the

well known laws of mind, from which all arts and science

spring. The former favors us with the commanding evidence

of certainty and decision; and though the latter may only afford

the testimony of analogy, yet, is its probability more safe,

at least, than what rests on misguided calculations or on the

legendary tales of artifice and fiction.


We have, however, authentic testimony that the inventive

faculty existed at a very early period. The peculiar condition

of man at that time must have afforded many imperative occasions

for its exertion. Hence we read that “Jabal was the

father of such as dwell in tents” (i. e. inventor of tent-making);

that “Jubal, his brother, was the father” (inventor) of

musical instruments: such as the kinnor, harp, or stringed instruments,



and the ugab, organ, or wind instruments; that

“Tubal-cain was the instructor of every artificer in brass and

iron, the first smith on record, or one to teach how to make

instruments and utensils out of brass and iron; and that the

sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah, whom the Targum of

Jonathan ben Uzziel affirms to have been the inventrix of

plaintive or elegiac poetry[5]. Here is then an account of the

inventive faculty being in exercise 3504 years before the

Christian era; or 1156 years prior to the deluge; or 804

years before the earliest period assigned to the Chinese for the

discovery of silk. And of whatever arts or sciences existing

amongst men prior to the deluge, there is no difficulty in conceiving

the possibility of the transmission of the leading and

most essential parts, at least, to the post-diluvians, by the family

of Noah.






[5] As a proof that the inventive faculty, as to every thing truly useful to man,

originally proceeded from the only “Giver of every good and perfect gift,” consult

Isa. xxviii. 24-29: and also a beautiful comment by Dr. A. Clarke on,

“And thou shalt speak unto all that are wise hearted, whom I have filled with

the spirit of wisdom.” Exod. xxviii. 3: and also on, “I have filled him with the

spirit of God in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner

of workmanship; to devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and

in brass; and in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of timber, to work

in all manner of curious workmanship.” Exod. xxxi. 3, 4, and 5.








But instead of giving our unqualified assent to what has

been servilely copied from book to book from the most accessible

account, we shall advert to the great discrepancy relative to

Chinese chronology, amongst those who have had equal access

to their records. Thus the time of Fohi, the first emperor, has

been said to be 2951 B. C., by some 2198 B. C., and by others

2057, or about 300 years after the deluge: of Hoang-ti, 2700

B. C., by Mailla it is quoted at 2602 B. C., by Le Sage at

2597 B. C., and by Robinson and others at 1703 B. C. Similar

disagreements might, would our limits allow, be observed

concerning the rest, and particularly of the emperors, Hiao-wenti,

Chim-ti, Ming-ti, Youen-ti, Wenti, Wou-ti, and Hiao-wou-ti.

Even in more modern times, and relative to a character

so notorious as Confucius, no less than three dates are



equally affirmed to be true. As to Hoang-ti, who is said to

have begun the culture of silk, we are inclined to prefer the

latter account, 1703 B. C., which makes him contemporary

with Joseph, when prime minister over the land of Egypt.


As a confirmation of this, it may be stated, that by referring

to the account given of nine[6] of the patriarchs at this period,

we shall find that the average age of human life, before much

greater, soon after rapidly declined. Now the average duration

of the reigns of the first three[7] Chinese emperors, including

Hoang-ti, was 118 years; of the five that immediately succeeded,

only 68 years. After this, until the Christian era, the average

duration of a single reign did not exceed 23 years, and

thence until the present time not 13 years. Since, therefore,

the average duration of the reign of the first three emperors

bears an evident and fit proportion to that of the age of man

at the period specified, though not at any other before or after,

being in the former case as much too small as it would in the

latter be too great, the opinion now offered is the only one that

can be consistent with these striking facts; and, if duly considered,

presents an argument strongly corroborating this view

of the subject.






[6] Peleg, Reu, Serug, Nahor, Terah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph:

Gen. xi. 16-26; xlvii. 28; and l. 26.







[7] Fohi, Eohi Chinun, and Hoang-ti.








To attempt to establish any greater certainty, in a case of

this nature, the Chinese during the dynasty of Tschin, having,

to conceal the truth, destroyed everything authentic, would be

in vain. It would be even more rational to have recourse to

the Vedas, or sacred books of the Brahmins, or to records in

the Sanscrit, were it not a well known fact, that nearly all

ancient nations, except the Jews, actuated by the same ambition,

have betrayed a wish to have their origin traced as far

back as the creation. And in the gratification of this passion

none are so notoriously pre-eminent as the Egyptians, Hindoos,

and Chinese.[8] For them the limits of the creation itself have

been too narrow, and days, weeks, and even months too short,

unless multiplied into years.[9]






[8] See Dr. A. Clarke’s remarks: end of Gen.







[9] See pp. 68, 74, 119 and 294.










The chronology relative to the early culture of silk, as

found in Chinese documents, for several irrefragable objections

already assigned, is exceedingly questionable, and therefore

we are by no means pledged to affirm that either in the

authenticity of the books, or in the correctness of the dates have

we any faith. M. Lavoisnè dates the commencement of the

Chinese dynasties at A. M.[10] 1816, or 159 years after the deluge.

The Rev. J. Robinson of Christ Col., Cam., at A. M.

1947. We have already given as strong reasons, as under the

extreme incertitude of the case, can, perhaps, be offered, for

preferring the latter; the important points may be briefly

stated, thus:







	End of the deluge

	
[11]1657 A. M.





	Fohi, first emperor, began to reign

	1947 A. M.





	Noah died

	2007 A. M.





	Eohi Chinun, second emperor, began to reign

	2061 A. M.





	Hoang-ti, the third emperor, began to reign

	2201 A. M.





	Hoang-ti after establishing the silk culture, died

	2301 A. M.











Hoang-ti was therefore contemporary with Joseph when administering

the affairs of Egypt.[12] But would we know what

account the Chinese themselves give relative to the earliest

introduction of the silk culture, we shall find it in the French

version of the Chinese Treatises, by M. Stanislas Julien, or in

the following words of pages 77 and 78, as translated and

published in 1838, at Washington, under the title of “Summary

of the principal Chinese Treatises upon the Culture of

the Mulberry, and the rearing of Silk-worms.”






[10] A. M. signifies Anno Mundi, that is in the year of the World. The Year of

Our Lord always commences on the first day of January, the day on which

Christ was circumcised, being eight days old. From the Creation until the birth

of Christ, was 4004 years.


Tirin places the birth of Christ in the 36th year of Herod, the 40th of Augustus,

the 28th from the battle of Actium, the 749th of Rome, and the 4th of the

193d Olympiad.







[11] It will here not be improper to observe that the Samaritan text and Septuagint

version of the Hebrew, carry the deluge as far back as to the year 3716 before

Christ; or 1000 years before the Chinese account of Hoang-ti. On this subject

see the New Analysis of Chronology, by the Rev. W. Hales, D.D. 4to., 3 vol.







[12] Joseph died in the 2369th year from the Creation.










In the book on silk-worms, we read: “The lawful wife of

the emperor Hoang-ti, named Si-ling-chi, began the culture of

silk. It was at that time that the emperor Hoang-ti invented

the art of making garments(!).” The same fact is mentioned

more in detail in the general history of China, by P. Maillà,

in the year 2602, before our era (4447 years ago).


“This great prince (Hoang-ti) was desirous that Si-ling-chi,

his legitimate wife, should contribute to the happiness of

his people. He charged her to examine the silk-worms, and

to test the practicability of using the thread. Si-ling-chi had

a large quantity of these insects collected, which she fed herself,

in a place prepared for that purpose, and discovered not

only the means of raising them, but also the manner of reeling

the silk, and of employing it to make garments.”


“It is through gratitude for so great a benefit,” says the

history, entitled Wai-ki, “that posterity has deified Si-ling-chi,

and rendered her particular honors under the name of

the goddess of silk-worms.” (Memoirs on the Chinese, vol.

13, p. 240.)


We have seen that the most probable account relative to the

time of Fohi, said to have been the first Chinese emperor, is

that he reigned 2057 years before the Christian era, or in the

year of the world 1947. “According to the most current

opinion,” says M. Lavoisnè, “China was founded by one of

the colonies formed at the dispersion of Noah’s posterity under

the conduct of Yao, who took for his colleague Chun, afterwards

his successor. But most writers consider Fohi to have

been Noah himself(!).”
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