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			The Beatles


			Key information


			

					
Members:
	
John Lennon (born 9 October 1940 in Liverpool, died 8 December 1980 in New York).


	
George Harrison (born 25 February 1943 in Liverpool, died 29 November 2001 in Los Angeles).


	
Paul McCartney (born 18 June 1942 in Liverpool).


	
Ringo Starr (born 7 July 1940 in Liverpool).







					
Main achievements: the Beatles were one of the greatest British pop rock groups of all time, and they have had a vast musical and cultural impact around the world. They are currently the bestselling group of all time, with an astonishing two billion albums sold worldwide.


			


			Introduction


			Nowadays, everyone has heard of the Beatles. From humble beginnings in Liverpool, the Fab Four rose to worldwide fame in the 1960s with hit songs including “Love Me Do” (1962), “From Me to You” (1963) and “All You Need Is Love” (1967). Their music came to define the decade, and their popularity shows no signs of fading even today.


			The Beatles both reflected and helped drive the major social and cultural upheavals that were taking place around them. They were one of the first British acts to break America, wrote over 200 songs and remain the bestselling group of all time, with over two billion albums sold. They also pioneered new sounds in rock and new studio recording techniques. For example, they were the first musicians to hold concerts in stadiums and to feature reverse tape effects on their songs.


			However, some other facts about the Beatles are far less well-known. For example, they did not always go by that name, they invented the concept of hidden tracks, and their influence stretched far beyond just the decade they were active and the music industry. In this guide, you will learn all this and more as we take you on a whirlwind tour of the 1960s and give you an insight into the group who changed the music industry forever.


		




		

			Biography
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			The Beatles at New York’s John F. Kennedy International Airport, 7 February 1964. 


			Early years, first meeting and musical debut (1950s-1961)


			John Lennon, George Harrison, Paul McCartney and Richard Starkey (better known as Ringo Starr) were all born and grew up in working-class families in Liverpool. George and Paul attended the same school, the Liverpool Institute, and became friends in their early teens. John, who was a couple of years older and went to a different school, did not meet them until the mid-1950s. Ringo left school between 1954 and 1955 and took on a series of odd jobs. At this stage, he had not yet met his future bandmates.


			McCartney and Harrison met Lennon and joined the Quarrymen, his group at that time, in 1957 and 1958 respectively. Lennon was the group’s lead vocalist, and also played guitar. The group’s lineup gradually changed, and by 1960 only Lennon, McCartney (second guitar and vocals) and Harrison (lead guitar) were left. They were soon joined by Pete Best (British drummer, born in 1941) on drums and Stuart Sutcliffe (British musician and painter, 1940-1962) on bass. The group played a few local gigs in Liverpool and the surrounding towns, before being invited to play in clubs in Hamburg.


			In Hamburg, the group experienced the city’s nightlife and lived in poor conditions, but also learnt a lot, honed their skills and became friends with Ringo Starr, the drummer of Rory Storm and the Hurricanes, another British group playing there.


			

				

					The meaning of the group’s name


					Between 1958 and 1960, the group performed under several names, including Johnny and the Moondogs, the Rainbows, the Beetles, the Silver Beetles, Long John and the Silver Beatles, and the Silver Beats. It was not until the summer of 1960 that they settled on the Beatles, which combined the “beetles” of some of their previous names and the beat of rock music.


				


			


			Success and Beatlemania (1962-1965)


			By 1962, the group’s members were Lennon (vocals and guitar), Harrison (lead guitar), McCartney (bass) and Starr (drums). Sutcliffe had decided to focus on art, his main passion, in 1961, while Best was dropped in favour of Starr in August 1962. With this lineup, the group released their first successful single, “Love Me Do”.


			The Beatles followed the advice of their new manager, Brian Epstein (1934-1967), and adopted a new look. Previously, they had donned pointed boots, jeans and leather jackets and worn their hair in Elvis Presley-style quiffs, but now they got bowl cuts and began wearing suits and ties.


			The group’s second single, “Please Please Me” (1963), topped the charts in Britain and gave them the chance to record their first album with the same name in February 1963.


			This was followed by a string of hits, including “From Me to You”, “I Want to Hold Your Hand” (1963) and “She Loves You” (1963), which made the group famous nationwide. In early 1964, they toured in the USA and met with great success. This marked the beginning of Beatlemania, as enthusiasts swarmed record stores to get their hands on the latest Beatles singles, teenage girls’ screams drowned out the music at their concerts and some fans even fainted in their presence. From this point until 1967, all the group’s singles and albums topped the charts, and they toured, produced albums and shot films and shows at a frenzied pace.
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			Vinyl of Introducing… The Beatles (1964), the first Beatles album released in the USA.


			Return to the studio and split (1966-1970)


			By 1966, the Beatles were exhausted by the hysteria surrounding them, and decided to stop touring to focus on recording new music.


			

				

					A record-breaking group


					The group’s concert at New York’s Shea Stadium on 15 August 1965 drew a crowd of between 55 000 and 60 000 people, the largest audience ever for a music performance at that time. It was also the first time in the history of pop music that a group had played in a stadium.
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