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    HARRIET BEECHER STOWE




    AMERICAN AUTHOR




    

      	Born in Connecticut on 14 June 1811.




      	Died in Connecticut on 1 July 1896.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Minister’s Wooing (1859), novel




          	
Little Pussy Willow (1870), novel




          	
Six of One by Half a Dozen of the Other (1872), novel


        


      


    




    Harriet Beecher Stowe was born into a religious family. Her father, Lyman Beecher, was a Presbyterian minister and her mother was a devout woman, who sadly died when Stowe was only five years old. She was one of 13 children, many of whom went on to be social reformers who believed in the abolition of slavery just like Stowe herself.




    Although she lived in an era when academia was mainly the domain of higher-class males, Stowe received a thorough education under the tuition of her older sister Catharine, who set up the Hartford Female Seminary in 1823. Stowe later taught at this school alongside her sister.




    In 1836 Harriet Beecher married Calvin Ellis Stowe, an author and professor who shared in her condemnation of slavery. She began writing her novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin in 1850, and it was published in serial form in 1851 and 1852, and then as a novel in March 1852. This is Stowe’s best-known work; however, she wrote many other literary pieces after this.




    Harriet Beecher Stowe died in the year 1896, after a deterioration in her health which started soon after the death of her husband in 1886.


  




  

    UNCLE TOM’S CABIN




    SLAVE NARRATIVE




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Beecher Stowe, H. (1995) Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Hertfordshire: Wordsworth Classics.




      	
1st edition: 1852




      	
Themes: slavery, cruelty and humanity, religion


    




    Stowe declared in the preface to the first edition of the novel that “The object of these sketches is to awaken sympathy and feeling for the African race, as they exist among us; to show their wrongs and sorrows under a system so necessarily cruel and unjust as to defeat and do away with the good effects of all that can be attempted for them, by their best friends, under it.” (pp. xxxv-xxxvi). This statement is referring to the Fugitive Slave Law passed in America in 1850, which built on the law passed in 1793 allowing for the hunting and recapture of runaway slaves even in the free states of America (a number of Northern states which had abolished slavery), and the punishment of any who tried to help them. The law of 1850 increased the punishment for aiding a runaway slave to include jail time.
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