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			Madame de La Fayette


			French writer


			

					Born in Paris in 1634.


					Died in Paris in 1693.


					
Notable works:
	
The Princess of Montpensier (1662), novel


	
Zaïde (1669-1671), novel


	
The Princess of Clèves (1678), novel 







			


			Marie-Madeleine Pioche de La Vergne, comtesse de La Fayette, was born on 18 March 1634 and died of a heart condition in Paris on 25 May 1693. She was the daughter of a minor noble. Her father died in 1649, and her mother then remarried a man called Renaud de Sévigné, the uncle of the Marquise de Sévigné (French writer, 1626-1696). Marie-Madeleine became friends with the Marquise, who invited her to frequent court society and the literary salons of the time. This is where she met Jean-François Motier, comte de La Fayette, who she married. However, it was a loveless marriage, and whatever feelings there ever were between them quickly dwindled away, with Motier deciding to leave his wife in Paris to go to the countryside.


			In the literary salons, La Fayette met La Rochefoucauld (French writer, 1613-1680), who she became close friends with. Thanks to this relationship, she found herself immersed in the literary world. As a result, she began to read the works of Racine (1639-1699), Corneille (1606-1684) and many other authors.


			During all the years spent in the heart of this literary society, she first wrote two stories: The Princess of Montpensier (1662) and Zaïde (1670), which perfectly illustrate the literary themes of the time. However, La Fayette was eager to innovate and so, with the help of La Rochefoucauld, she turned towards a style of writing marked by history and precision. As a result, she wrote The Secret History of Henrietta Princess of England, the memoirs of the British princess Henrietta (1644-1670). In 1678, she published The Princess of Clèves, which was immensely successful. It is difficult to assign a specific genre to the book, given that it is somewhere between a historical novel and a psychological novel. It became a part of a new literary school and is considered to be the first novel in the sense that we understand it today. 


		




		

			The Princess of Clèves


			A novel about passion


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: De La Fayette, M-M. (1891) The Princess of Clèves Vol. I and II. Trans. Sergeant Perry, T. Boston: Little, Brown and Company.


					
1st edition: 1678 (Original French novel first published in 1689)


					
Themes: fidelity, dilemma, adultery, reputation, passion


			


			The Princess of Clèves was written in collaboration with Segrais (French poet, 1624-1701) and La Rochefoucauld, but was published anonymously in 1678 because La Fayette refused to be listed as the author, given her sex and her rank. When it was published, the novel was skilfully marketed in the Mercure galant (later known as the Mercure de France, former French literary magazine), which was a major reason for its success. This success continued throughout the centuries, with many considering it to be the first modern psychological novel.


			The Princess of Clèves tells the story of the problem plaguing the eponymous heroine, who is torn between the fidelity which she owes her husband and the destructive passion she is trying to repress for the Duke of Nemours. 


		




		

			Summary


			Part I


			In 1558, a beautiful 16-year-old girl appears at the court of Henri II (King of France, 1519-1559): Mademoiselle de Chartres. Her father is dead, and she lives with her mother, who raised her by herself. 


			Plans of marriage with various members of the court all fall apart because of a range of intrigues. The Prince of Clèves asks the young woman’s hand in marriage, because he is utterly smitten with her. She agrees to this marriage of convenience and becomes the Princess of Clèves. She and her mother assume that tenderness and time will make their conjugal love flourish. 
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