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    WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE




    ENGLISH PLAYWRIGHT AND POET




    

      	Born in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564.




      	Died in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1616.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Winter’s Tale (1611), play




          	
A Midsummer Night’s Dream (1596), play




          	
The Taming of the Shrew (c. 1590-1592), play


        


      


    




    Shakespeare is best known as an English playwright who wrote highly influential comedies, tragedies, and history plays as well as sonnets and narrative poems. Shakespeare’s works are studied and performed across the globe even today, and include his 154 sonnets as well as plays such as Julius Caesar (1599), and King Lear (c. 1603-1606). William was the son of John Shakespeare, a glove-maker from Stratford, and he married Anne Hathaway in his early adulthood with whom he had three children. As a boy, William attended Stratford’s grammar school where he would have studied performance and rhetoric. Latin texts were on his school’s core curriculum, meaning that Shakespeare would have studied writers such as Cicero, Seneca, Virgil, and his favourite poet Ovid. Such texts informed the plots and genres of his own plays, which gives an impression of how crucial Latin literature is to fully appreciating Shakespeare’s works. As well as being a playwright, Shakespeare was also an actor, and it is speculated that he joined an acting company called the Queen’s Men in Stratford-Upon-Avon.


  




  

    MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING




    THE COMIC TALE OF FOUR LOVERS




    

      	
Genre: romantic comedy play




      	
Reference edition: Shakespeare, W. (2018) Much Ado About Nothing. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.




      	
1st edition: (c. 1598-1599)




      	
Themes: female chastity, vengeance, male jealousy, disguise, reconciliation, appearances


    




    Much Ado About Nothing is said to be the most popular of Shakespeare’s comedies, and is still regularly performed today. The play follows the usual Shakespearean comedy format which revolves around a misunderstanding that is eventually resolved and ends happily for the characters involved. This stylistic technique is an inversion of Shakespeare’s tragedy plots in which miscommunications are not resolved until it is too late, such as in Romeo and Juliet (c. 1594-1596). Much Ado About Nothing differs stylistically from Shakespeare’s other plays since the main plot is written in verse whilst the sub-plot is in prose. There is no definitive explanation as to why this is, but it could be to distinguish the importance of the main plot from the supporting narrative, which is more carefree in nature. Stanley Wells and Gary Taylor identify the plot’s main device, which sees Claudio tricked into believing that his lover has been unfaithful, as “a variation on an old tale that existed in many versions” (1987: 661) by writers such as Ludovico Ariosto (Italian poet, 1474-1533) in his Orlando Furioso (1516) and Matteo Bandello (Italian writer and bishop, c. 1480-1562) in his Novelle (1554). The unveiling of the plot and reconciliation of the lovers at the end of the play makes Much Ado About Nothing one of the best early modern examples of “tragicomical resolution” (ibid.).
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