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			Camilla Läckberg


			Swedish novelist


			

					Born in Fjällbacka (Sweden) in 1974


					
Notable works:
	
The Ice Princess (2008), novel


	
The Gallows Bird (2011), novel


	
The Hidden Child (2011), novel







			


			Camilla Läckberg is a Swedish writer who was born in Fjällbacka, a coastal town in Sweden where most of her works are set, in 1974. She has written around 10 crime novels which have all been very successful, both in Sweden and abroad. In 2006 she received the Swedish People’s Literature Award, and in 2008 she won France’s Grand Prix de Littérature Policière (a prestigious award for crime and detective fiction) for her novel The Ice Princess (2008). Her novels as a whole paint a comprehensive picture of life in Fjällbacka and follow the recurring characters of Erica Falck and her husband, police detective Patrik Hedström. Her novels particularly stand out for the importance that they give to human relationships, and to the issue of family in particular.


		




		

			The Hidden Child


			A personal and a police enquiry


			

					
Genre: crime novel


					
Reference edition: Läckberg, C. (2014) The Hidden Child. Trans. Delargy, M. New York: Pegasus Books.


					
First edition: 2007


					
Themes: Second World War, Resistance, jealousy, mother, Nazism


			


			The Hidden Child, published in English in 2011, is a novel by Camilla Läckberg which once again follows Erica Falck. In this work, the heroine tries to understand her mother’s behaviour through the private diaries she left behind.


		




		

			Summary


			An unexpected find


			With her maternity leave over, Erica Falck decides to continue her work as a biographer from home. However, living with her husband Patrik, who is starting his paternity leave, does not go smoothly. Patrik, a police inspector, finds being away from the station difficult and struggles to take care of their daughter Maja. One day, when she is looking around in the loft, Erica finds a child’s dress stained with blood and a medal with a swastika on it, as well as a private diary belonging to her mother Elsy, who recently passed away. Intrigued, Erica brings the medal to Erik Frankel, a Second World War expert, so that he can analyse it.


			Consumed with curiosity but above all eager to understand a mother who was only ever cold towards her, Erica decides to open Elsy’s private notebooks, in which she recounts her daily life as a teenager during the Second World War. Sweden suffered in spite of its neutrality in the global conflict. Elsy’s father, Elof, regularly took Axel, a young resistance fighter, on board his boat in order to help him take food and information to Norway.


			

				

					Good to know


					At the start of the Second World War, Sweden declared its neutrality. Out of fear of being invaded by the German army, the country did not help Norway and Denmark when they were attacked in April 1940. Its neighbours often criticise it for this stance, especially as the Swedish government adopted a policy of concessions with the Nazis and allowed German troops to pass through Swedish territory, particularly between Norway and Germany. However, even though there was no real collaboration between Sweden and the Allies, the latter were able to carry out espionage operations on its territory. The Swedes lived in fear of seeing their country invaded, and they also suffered as a result of the decrease in economic activity, as the conflict made trade with neighbouring countries difficult.
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