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			Chrétien de Troyes


			French poet


			

					Born around 1135.


					Died around 1183.


					
Notable works:
	
Erec and Enide (around 1170), novel


	
Lancelot, or, The Knight of the Cart (around 1177-1181), novel


	
Perceval, or, The Story of the Grail (written between 1181 and 1190), novel







			


			Chrétien de Troyes was born in the 12th century. Over time, he has become one of the major figures of medieval literature. A clerk by training, he served at the court of his patroness Marie of France (around 1174-1204) before joining the Count of Flanders, Philip of Alsace (1143-1191).


			He is known primarily for his talents as a novelist: he wrote Erec and Enide around 1170, Cligès around 1176, Yvain, The Knight of the Lion around 1177, Lancelot, or, The Knight of the Cart around 1177-1181 and Perceval, or, The Story of the Grail between 1181 and 1190, although the story was left unfinished. The fact that these works were set in the universe of King Arthur’s knights contributed to their incredible success and played a part in the popularisation of a genre which was previously relatively unknown. He also adapted the myths of Ovid (Latin poet, 43 BC-AD 17/18) and composed two courtly songs.


		




		

			Yvain, The Knight of the Lion


			One of the first books of French literature


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Chrétien de Troyes (1914) Yvain, The Knight of the Lion. Trans. Comfort, W.W. London: Everyman’s Library. 


					
1st edition: 1177


					
Themes: quest, bravery, Brittany, love, honour, knights


			


			Yvain, The Knight of the Lion is a novel in octosyllabic verse which was published around 1177 and recounts the adventures of Yvain. Through the main character, who is anchored in the Arthurian universe, Chrétien develops the idea of a knight who is always in search of quests to prove his bravery, but does not hesitate to help the weak when the situation calls for it. The lion in the tale symbolises his athleticism and moral uprightness. However, he cannot find a way to unite honour and love, and has to work hard to amend this failing. 


			The originality of the treatment of the novel’s themes and its incredible legacy make it an essential work of French literature from the Middle Ages. 


		




		

			Summary


			King Arthur has summoned his court to celebrate Pentecost. When the party is in full swing, he is called by the queen to her quarters. He stays with her for so long that he falls asleep. Outside the room, some knights, including Gawain, Yvain and the seneschal Kay, are listening to Yvain’s cousin, Calogrenant, tell them a shameful story about something that happened to him. Seven years ago, while on a quest, he met a strange, primitive-looking man who guarded bulls, who told him that there was a clearing with a magical fountain in the heart of the forest of Broceliande. According to the man, the water from this fountain could create a powerful storm if a small amount of it was poured on the stone beside it. Intrigued, Calogrenant went to find the fountain and, after following the strange man’s advice, set off a disaster. Immediately after this, a knight arrived and challenged him, claiming that his property had been damaged by the storm. After receiving a thorough thrashing, Calogrenant returned to Arthur’s court, pretending to be mad in order to avoid dishonour.


			Because of their shared blood, Yvain decides to avenge Calogrenant. At the same time, Arthur, who is told the story by the queen, plans to go and see this marvel with his own eyes. Yvain has no desire to travel with the king, who plans to leave in two weeks’ time, and so he sets off immediately to find this marvellous place. He reaches it and sets off a storm. The knight appears once again and challenges him, but Yvain manages to defeat him, mortally wounding him in the process. After giving chase to his fleeing adversary, Yvain is trapped and imprisoned in his castle. 
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