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    HENRY MILLER




    AMERICAN NOVELIST




    

      	Born in New York in 1891.




      	Died in California in 1980.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Black Spring (1936), novel




          	
Tropic of Capricorn (1939), novel




          	
The Colossus of Maroussi (1941), travelogue


        


      


    




    Henry Miller is perhaps one of the most innovative American novelists of the 20th century, who inspired generations of writers with his work. He is most famous for his novels, which are often highly autobiographical, experimental and open about sex. Miller was born in New York at the end of the 19th century, and left America to focus on his career as a writer, moving to Paris, where he wrote Tropic of Cancer, and Greece, before settling in California, where he would remain until his death in 1980. Despite being widely celebrated, Miller was a controversial figure during his lifetime, with many of his works, including Tropic of Cancer, being banned in the US for their sexual explicitness and general sordidness. It is this sexual liberation, along with his experiments with form and style, which makes Miller such an important and influential American literary figure.


  




  

    TROPIC OF CANCER




    DOWN AND OUT IN PARIS




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Miller, H. (1993) Tropic of Cancer. London: Flamingo.




      	
1st edition: 1934




      	
Themes: sex, Paris, war, modernism, art, poverty, friendship, philosophy, writing


    




    Tropic of Cancer was published in 1934 and is based on Henry Miller’s time living in Paris as a down-and-out. It centres around a fictional version of Miller himself and his bohemian lifestyle, along with a set of literary and artist friends said to be based on real-life people. The events in the novel are episodic and autobiographical, and many of them revolve around sex and the narrator’s various encounters with women. The novel was notorious when it was first published, being banned in the US for its sexual explicitness and becoming the subject of several high-profile obscenity trials relating to what was considered its pornographic content. As a result of its controversial subject matter, the novel was not published in the US until 1961, but it found success abroad in the meantime. Though initially difficult to get hold of, Tropic of Cancer enjoyed a largely positive critical reception, attracting notable admirers including George Orwell, who praised Miller and the novel in his famous 1940 essay Inside the Whale.
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