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			Malala Yousafzai


			Winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014


			

					Born in Mingora (Pakistan) in 1997


					
Her work:
	
I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban (2013), memoir/autobiography







			


			Malala Yousafzai is a young Pakistani woman whose childhood and adolescence were heavily marked by the presence of the Taliban in her country. At the age of 11, she started a blog for the BBC in which she talked about her daily life under the control of religious extremists and criticised the situation in her country. Later on, she gave a number of speeches (in schools, at demonstrations, at public speaking contests, during politicians’ visits, etc.) with the aim of promoting education for girls. In 2012, she survived an attempt on her life and became famous across the world.


			Malala gave a speech to the United Nations General Assembly in 2013, was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014, created a foundation to promote education, and published her autobiography I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban.


		




		

			I Am Malala


			A deeply moving testimony


			

					
Genre: autobiography, memoir


					
Reference edition: Yousafzai, M. and C. Lamb (2013) I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban. London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson.


					
First edition: 2013


					
Themes: education, terrorism, Islam, Pakistan, militancy


			


			Published in October 2013, one year after the attack which turned Malala’s life upside down, the book describes an adolescence spent fighting for education for all, and particularly for girls. More than a simple account, it also provides key historical moments and explains the growth of the Taliban in Afghanistan. 


			With a broad audience, a significant proportion of which is unfamiliar with the conflict zones, the Taliban and even with Islam, this work has a major explanatory, almost didactic, component. It gives the reader information about the etymology of certain terms, the major events in the history of the Swat district in the north of the country, and the Qur’an and its different interpretations.


		




		

			Summary


			A complicated education


			Malala Yousafzai is a Pakistani teenager who, following an attempt on her life, currently lives in Birmingham, England. When she was younger she lived in Swat, a remote district in a province of northern Pakistan, where there had been clashes between the national army and the Taliban for several years.
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