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			Voltaire


			French writer and philosopher


			

					Born in Paris in 1694 


					Died in Paris in 1778


					
Notable works:
	
Micromégas (1752), philosophical tale


	
Candide: or, Optimism (1759), philosophical tale


	
L’Ingénu (1767), philosophical works







			


			Voltaire, whose real name was François Marie Arouet, was a French writer and philosopher and one of the leading figures of the Enlightenment. Born in 1694, he carried out brilliant studies at a Jesuit college, despite his unruly spirit. After graduating from college, he became known for his satirical writings in which he attacked, for example, the regent. These earned him an eleven month stay in the Bastille. Upon his release, he defended his positions again and again through various literary devices, particularly through irony. The very critical dimension of his works forced him into exile in England, where he discovered a new political system that he found fascinating. Similarly, he stayed in Prussia, alongside Frederick II, who represented the model of the enlightened monarch that Voltaire admired, although the two men ended up having a disagreement. On his return to France, he first settled in Geneva, then Ferney, where he died in 1778. He left behind an imposing work that took multiple forms, yet was always characteristic of his fight for freedom, tolerance and knowledge. 


		




		

			Candide: or, Optimism


			“All is for the best in the best of all possible worlds”


			

					
Genre: Philosophical works


					
Reference edition: Voltaire (2015) Candide. CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform.


					
First edition: 1759


					
Themes: philosophy, evil, metaphysics, war 


			


			Candide is the result of an argument between Voltaire and Jean-Jacques Rousseau (French writer and philosopher, 1712-1778). Their relationship went downhill from 1755, mainly due to their differences of opinion on philosophical questions. The conflict would end with Rousseau denouncing Voltaire: he accused the author of Candide of being behind an atheist pamphlet. Things would only get worse.


			Published in 1759, Candide is a response to the Lettre sur la Providence by Rousseau, which shows an optimistic doctrine along the same lines as that of Leibniz. This is the main philosophical message of Candide: metaphysical discourses offer no response to the multiple forms of evil. Candide is also an accomplished form of the philosophical tale, which consists of the development of a central idea without long and tiresome demonstrations.
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