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    JOHN RONALD REUEL TOLKIEN




    ENGLISH WRITER AND LINGUIST




    

      	Born in Bloemfontein (South Africa) in 1892.




      	Died in Bournemouth (United Kingdom) in 1973.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Hobbit (1937), children’s novel




          	
Farmer Giles of Ham (1949), children’s novel




          	
The Silmarillion (1977), anthology


        


      


    




    J. R. R. Tolkien was a university professor who specialised in linguistics and English literature; he also had a passion for ancient languages such as Old Norse, and was a devout Catholic. He studied at Oxford University and enlisted in the British Army during World War I, but was sent back to England after contracting trench fever. He graduated in 1919, and became a professor at Oxford in 1925.




    Although he began writing as early as 1910, his first novel, The Hobbit, was not published until 1937. This children’s novel was so successful that it spurred Tolkien to further develop the universe he had created in it. This universe, known as Middle-Earth, then became the setting for his next book: The Lord of the Rings (1954-1955), which is usually published in three separate volumes. Very little of Tolkien’s work was published during his lifetime, but many of his notes and drafts have been edited and published by his son Christopher (born in 1924) since his death in 1973.


  




  

    THE LORD OF THE RINGS




    THE ORIGINS OF MODERN FANTASY




    

      	
Genre: fantasy novel




      	

        Reference editions:



        

          	Tolkien, J. R. R. (2009) The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring. London: HarperCollins.




          	Tolkien, J. R. R. (2009) The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers. London: HarperCollins.




          	Tolkien, J. R. R. (2009) The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King. London: HarperCollins.


        


      




      	
1st editions: 1954 and 1955




      	
Themes: origins, good vs. evil, death, immortality, power, compassion, free will


    




    The Lord of the Rings was the result of an immensely long writing process: Tolkien began writing the novel in 1937, and only finished it 12 years later. It was published in three volumes between 1954 and 1955, and is intended to serve as a direct sequel to the story told in The Hobbit. It is also connected to the events of The Silmarillion (1977), which take place in the same universe. Tolkien had been working continuously on The Silmarillion for many years, and continued to do so while writing The Lord of the Rings, but it was not published until after his death.




    The Lord of the Rings recounts the adventures and misadventures of a group of Hobbits, who are tasked with destroying a ring that belongs to the Dark Lord Sauron, as this is the only way that this powerful necromancer can be defeated. Although the novel initially received a lukewarm critical reception, it soon won over legions of dedicated fans and has been considered a landmark in fantasy fiction since the 1960s. Indeed, it has provided inspiration for countless other works of art and literature.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING




    One ring to rule them all




    Many centuries ago, in an alternate version of our world known as Middle-Earth, an evil necromancer named Sauron forged a number of magical rings. He distributed them among the people of Middle-Earth: three were given to the rulers of the Elves, six to the Dwarf-lords and nine to human noblemen. However, he secretly forged another, much more powerful ring that was capable of controlling all of the others, thus granting its wearer immense power. This meant that the nine humans were quickly corrupted by their rings and became Sauron’s most powerful servants, known as the Nazgûl.




    As the people of Middle-Earth became aware of the threat facing them, they banded together in a desperate attempt to defeat Sauron, and managed to separate him from his ring. However, the ring was lost, and a Hobbit named Sméagol later found it at the bottom of a lake and decided to keep it for himself. Over time, Sméagol was corrupted by the ring’s power, isolated himself in a cave and came to be known as Gollum. He eventually lost the ring, which he referred to as his “Precious”, in a game of riddles with another Hobbit called Bilbo Baggins, who then kept the ring for many years. Bilbo’s story is told in full in Tolkien’s earlier novel The Hobbit, and is summarised in the prologue to The Lord of the Rings.




    Fleeing the Shire




    The story of The Lord of the Rings begins when Bilbo decides to go on an extended voyage, and bequeaths his magic ring (which has the power to make its wearer invisible) to his nephew, Frodo Baggins. The wizard Gandalf, who has long harboured suspicions about the true nature of the ring, discovers that it is actually the One Ring forged by Sauron, and that the necromancer’s servants have captured and tortured its previous owner, Gollum. Gandalf refuses to take the ring himself, as he fears that such a powerful dark artefact could corrupt him in spite of his good intentions, so he asks Frodo to become a Ring-bearer and take it to Mount Doom, which is the only place it can be destroyed. The Nazgûl are searching for the Ring, and in order to escape them, Frodo is forced to flee his home in the Shire. On Gandalf’s advice, he heads to the Elven city of Rivendell, accompanied by his loyal gardener Samwise Gamgee and two carefree young Hobbits called Merry and Pippin. The four companions have several close calls with the Nazgûl, who are searching for the Ring, over the course of this journey.




    Escaping the Nazgûl’s clutches




    The Hobbits’ journey takes them into a forest, where they are attacked by a tree. However, they are saved by the intervention of a nature-spirit called Tom Bombadil, who is as old as the world itself and lives in the forest with his wife Goldberry, another nature-spirit. He is also completely immune to the Ring’s power. He saves the Hobbits a second time in the Barrow-downs, and remains with them for a short time before leaving them with the advice to head to Bree and look for the Prancing Pony Inn there.




    When they arrive at the inn, the Hobbits encounter a Ranger (an individual from a different human civilisation) named Strider, who warns Frodo that his companions are not being secretive enough about their mission. Frodo also receives a letter from Gandalf warning him to be careful and telling him to trust Strider, whose real name is Aragorn. With Aragorn’s help, the Hobbits are able to evade another Nazgûl attack, and continue with their journey. However, Sauron’s servants catch up with them when they stop for a rest in the Weather Hills, and Frodo is injured in their attack. The wound, which was inflicted with a cursed blade, can only be treated by the Elves, so the group hurry towards their destination and are joined by a messenger from Gandalf named Glorfindel. As they close in on Rivendell, the Nazgûl attack them yet again, but are driven back by a gigantic wave conjured by Elrond, the Lord of Rivendell.
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