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			Boris Vian


			French writer


			

					Born in Ville-d’Avray in 1920


					Died in Paris in 1959


					
Notable works:
	
I Spit on Your Graves (1946), novel


	
Froth on the Daydream (1947), novel


	
Heartsnatcher (1953), novel







			


			French writer Boris Vian (1920-1959) left a legacy of very varied works: novels, poems, songs, musical comedy, theatrical adaptations of his novels, screenplays and operas. He was also a jazz musician.


			His first famous novel, I Spit on Your Graves (published in 1946 under the pseudonym Vernon Sullivan) was a true bestseller, before being banned and condemned for violating public decency in 1947. In the same year he published Froth on the Daydream and Autumn in Peking. Heartsnatcher was published later in 1953.


			Boris Vian died at the age of 39. His taste for provocation led to further success of his works in the sixties and seventies (May ’68). Ever modern, his texts are timeless. Above all, his verbal creativity had a considerable impact on French literature.


		




		

			Froth on the Daydream


			A tragic love story


			

					
Genre: Novel


					
Reference edition: Vian, B. (1963) L’Écume des jours. Paris: Union Générale des Éditeurs.1



					
First edition: 1947


					
Themes: love, jazz, surrealism, existentialism, happiness, death


			


			Froth on the Daydream, published in 1947, is the most well-known of Boris Vian’s novels, even though it went almost unnoticed when it was published. It tells a love story with a tragic ending. The story is set in a world obeying surrealistic laws and Vian plays with language to build this environment: every page, and almost every line, presents the reader with puns and made-up words.


			Written in the aftermath of the Second World War, this novel is part of the renewal of the romance genre that marks this period, focusing on writing rather than describing reality.


			


			

				

					1 Quotes taken from the reference edition have been translated by BrightSummaries.com.
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