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    WILKIE COLLINS




    ENGLISH NOVELIST, PLAYWRIGHT AND SHORT STORY WRITER




    

      	Born in London (England) in 1824.




      	Died in London (England) in 1889.




      	Notable works:




      	
No Name (1862), novel




      	
Armadale (1866), novel




      	
The Moonstone (1868), novel


    




    Wilkie Collins was the son of famous Royal Academician landscape painter, William Collins (1788-1847). He spent his early life living in London with his deeply religious family. Between 1836 and 1838 his family lived in Italy and France, which allowed him to become fluent in both Italian and French. On returning to England, he attended the Reverend Cole’s private boarding school, where he was bullied by a boy who would force Collins to tell him stories before going to sleep. In later life, Collins attributed his discovery of his talent for story-telling to this time. After school, Collins decided to study law and was eventually called to the bar (although he never formally practised). In March 1951, Collins was introduced to Charles Dickens (English writer and social critic, 1812-1870), which helped him to further his writing career. Collins did not believe in the institution of marriage and instead split his time between Caroline Graves and Martha Rudd, his common law wife with whom he had three children. He died in 1889 following a paralytic stroke.


  




  

    THE WOMAN IN WHITE




    AN EARLY DETECTIVE NOVEL EXPLORING IDENTITY AND DECEPTION




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Collins, W. (2012) The Woman in White. [Kindle edition].




      	
1st edition: 1859-1860




      	
Themes: identity, morality and justice, power, gender, deceit and suspicion, family and marriage, mental illness, memory


    




    The Woman in White was first published as a serial between 26 November 1859 and 25 August 1860. Whilst it contains many of the features associated with gothic novels, it is widely believed to be the first of the genre of ‘sensation novels’ and can be considered a precursor to detective fiction. The story centres on a tale of mistaken identity between Laura Fairlie, a wealthy gentlewoman, and the titular ‘Woman in White’ Anne Catherick, a poor, mentally ill woman. This turns out to be part of a plot devised by Laura’s husband, Sir Percival Glyde, and his associate, Count Fosco, in order to obtain Laura’s inheritance. The novel enjoyed commercial success during its own time, though some contemporary critics disliked it, and it continues to be regarded as Collins’s best novel; Collins himself appears to have believed this too, as it is the only one of his novels which is mentioned in the epitaph on his gravestone.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    WALTER HARTRIGHT’S ARRIVAL AT LIMMERIDGE HOUSE




    Walter Hartright, a young drawing master, is given a position at Limmeridge House in Cumberland, where he is to teach two young ladies to draw and to attend to the master of the house’s archives. On his way to Cumberland, he meets a distressed young woman dressed entirely in white and helps her on her journey. He later overhears a policeman say that this woman has escaped from an asylum.
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