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			JOHN BANVILLE


			IRISH NOVELIST AND SCREENWRITER


			

					Born in Wexford (Ireland) in 1945.


					
Literary awards:
	Man Booker Prize, 2005 (for The Sea)


	Prince of Asturias Award for Literature, 2014







					
Notable honours:
	Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature (elected in 2007)







					
Notable works:
	
The Book of Evidence (1989), novel


	
The Infinities (2009), novel


	
Ancient Light (2012), novel


	
The Blue Guitar (2015), novel







			


			John Banville was born on 8 December 1945 in the coastal town of Wexford, Ireland. He attended St Peter’s College and was intending to pursue a degree in art and architecture, but ultimately decided not to continue his studies so that he could put some distance between himself and his family and seek out opportunities to live a life full of adventure, romance and alcohol. He therefore started working for the Irish airline Aer Lingus, which gave him the chance to travel to countries like Greece and Italy and to live in the United States from 1968-1969. When he returned to Ireland, Banville began working for The Irish Press, and later became the editor of the literary supplement of The Irish Times. From 1990 onwards, Banville has worked as a writer for The New York Review of Books.


			Banville’s literary career began in 1970 with the publication of his short story collection Long Lankin. However, this book did not attract much popular or critical attention, and he did not rise to fame until the publication of the Revolutions trilogy, which consists of the novels Doctor Copernicus (1976), Kepler (1981) and The Newton Letter (1982). As their names suggest, these books centre on the lives of three of the greatest scientists in history. Banville has also written two further trilogies, including the Frames series, which consists of The Book of Evidence (1989), Ghosts (1993) and Athena (1995).


			Banville also writes under the pseudonym Benjamin Black, and the novels he has written under this pen-name are somewhat different in style and tone: rather than being primarily artistic in nature, like the novels he publishes under his own name, they are noir fiction. Banville has noted that he uses a very different writing process depending on the genre he is writing in:


			“Poor old Banville takes three, four, five years to write a book. Black does it in three or four months. […] It’s an entirely different way of working. It’s craft work.” (Wiener, 2014)


			The novels he has written as Black are just as well-known as the work he has published under his own name, and the character of the Irish detective Quirke has become particularly iconic. In fact, the first three novels of the Quirke series were adapted into a miniseries of the same name by the BBC and RTÉ in 2014.


		


		

			








		


		

			

			


		


		

			

			


		




		

			THE SEA


			NAVIGATING THE TIDES OF MEMORY


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Banville, J. (2005) The Sea. New York: Alfred A. Knopf.


					
1st edition: 2005


					
Themes: love, grief, memory


			


			The Sea is John Banville’s 13th novel, and won the 2005 Man Booker Prize. It tells the story of Max Morden, an art historian who was recently widowed following his wife’s long, painful battle with a terminal illness. Max has therefore decided to return to the seaside village where he used to spend his summer holidays with his family as a child as a way of trying to escape the pain and grief he is feeling. He begins to find solace in reminiscing about the past, which allows him to ruminate on death, suffering, love and the redeeming power of memory.
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