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			J.K. Rowling


			English novelist


			

					Born in Yate, England in 1965.


					
Notable works:
	
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows (2007), the last book in the series


	
The Casual Vacancy (2012), novel


	
The Cuckoo’s Calling (2013), novel published under the pseudonym Robert Galbraith







			


			Joanne Kathleen Rowling, better known as J.K. Rowling, is a British novelist. She previously worked as a teacher, and is now one of the best-known authors in the world thanks to her famous book series about the adventures of Harry Potter.


			Now a multi-millionaire, she is also known for her humanitarian activities, particularly in the fight against child abuse. She has written a number of other books linked to the world of Harry Potter, the profits from which have been donated to charity. In addition to the Harry Potter series and related books, she is also the author of the novel The Casual Vacancy (2012) and the Cormoran Strike series, published under the pseudonym Robert Galbraith.


		




		

			Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone


			The first book in the best-selling series


			

					
Genre: fantasy novel


					
Reference edition: Rowling, J.K. (2014) Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. London: Bloomsbury.


					
1st edition: 1997


					
Themes: magic, school, friendship, courage, Philosopher’s Stone


			


			Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone was first published in 1997 in the United Kingdom with a very limited print run, after being rejected by multiple publishers. It was Rowling’s first novel. Although it was originally marketed as a children’s novel, it quickly gained a devoted following among teenagers and adults as well.


			It is the first instalment in the seven-book series, and tells the story of Harry’s discovery of the wizarding world and his efforts to stop the evil wizard Lord Voldemort from getting his hands on the Philosopher’s Stone.


		




		

			Summary


			Harry’s invitation to Hogwarts


			Professor Dumbledore leaves the one-year-old Harry Potter, whose parents have just been murdered, on the doorstep of the Dursleys, his only remaining family. We also find out that the child has a scar shaped like a lightning bolt on his forehead.


			Harry lives with his new family for ten years, and is neglected and mistreated by them. For his cousin’s birthday, they all go to the zoo, and Harry accidentally makes the window of an animal enclosure disappear, releasing the boa constrictor that is kept inside. He has no idea how he made this happen.


			Shortly afterwards, letters addressed to him start arriving at the Dursley house, but his uncle refuses to let him read them. The letters continue to arrive and the family eventually decides to flee to a secluded island to escape them.


			On the day of his 11th birthday, Harry is visited by Hagrid, the Keeper of Keys and Grounds at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, who delivers his acceptance letter and tells him that he is a wizard. He also tells him that Voldemort, an evil wizard, killed his parents and tried to kill him too. However, against all odds, Voldemort was destroyed, but not killed, and Harry escaped with nothing more than his scar.


			Harry enters the wizarding world, where he goes to Gringotts bank with Hagrid, who has to collect a package from a vault for Professor Dumbledore, the headmaster at Hogwarts. Harry then buys his school supplies.


			Discovering Hogwarts


			On the train that takes him to Hogwarts, Harry meets some other students and becomes friends with Ron Weasley. However, he refuses to befriend Draco Malfoy.


			At Hogwarts, the new students are placed into one of the four school houses (Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw and Slytherin) by the Sorting Hat, based on their defining character traits. Harry refuses to be placed in Slytherin, the house that most evil wizards belonged to. In the end, the Sorting Hat places him in Gryffindor, which is renowned for the courage and bravery of its students. This is a fitting choice, as Harry will show tremendous courage during his adventures.
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