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			André Brink


			South African writer


			

					Born in Vrede (South Africa) in 1935.


					Died on a flight from the Netherlands to South Africa in 2015.


					
Notable works:
	
Looking on Darkness (1973), novel



	
The Blue Door (2006), novel



	
A Fork in the Road (2009), memoir








			


			André Brink was a teacher, novelist, playwright, essayist and committed anti-apartheid activist. He was born into a middle-class Afrikaner family, meaning that he was a direct descendent of the earliest Dutch colonists to arrive in South Africa, and was raised in an environment that was built on the racist and nationalist beliefs that he would later spend his life fighting against through his writing.


			After spending a number of years at university in South Africa, he travelled to Paris in 1959 to study comparative literature at the Sorbonne University. His time there opened his eyes to the senselessness of segregation and racial discrimination, and he went on to create a body of literary work, written in both Afrikaans (a Germanic language native to South Africa) and English, which is closely connected to his homeland’s political history.


			Brink died just days after being awarded an honorary doctorate from the Université catholique de Louvain (Belgium) while on the return flight to Cape Town.


		




		

			A Dry White Season


			An endless struggle


			

					
Genre: novel



					
Reference edition: Brink, A. (1984) A Dry White Season. London: Penguin.



					
1st edition: 1979



					
Themes: South Africa, apartheid, justice, equality, struggle, racism



			


			A Dry White Season is André Brink’s fourth novel, and brought him to worldwide renown. It was published in South Africa in 1979, but was immediately banned by the authorities. However, it was then republished by a London-based publishing house, which led to the book being translated into multiple languages and winning France’s Prix Médicis étranger in 1980.


			The novel is set in Johannesburg in 1976, and tells the story of an Afrikaner teacher named Ben Du Toit. One of his students, Jonathan, participates in the Soweto uprising to protest the promotion of Afrikaans as an official language in schools, and is arrested by the Special Branch, as is his father Gordon. They are both tortured and killed during their detention, and Ben decides to attempt to uncover the truth of the matter so that the perpetrators can be brought to justice. However, this decision comes at a heavy price…


		




		

			Summary


			A worrying disappearance


			In June 1976, Jonathan, the son of the black cleaner who works at the school where Ben Du Toit teaches, takes part in the Soweto uprising, and is never seen or heard from again. His parents, Gordon and Emily Ngubene, are unable to get any information from the police, so with Ben’s help they hire a lawyer called Dan Levinson. The special police tell Levinson that Jonathan was killed during the uprising, and that his unidentified body was buried a month ago.


			Gordon investigates further and discovers that his son was arrested and tortured by the Special Branch, which wanted to use him as a scapegoat for the riots. Gordon wants justice for his son, and convinces the witnesses to make a statement; however, he is arrested the following day. Ben goes to see Colonel Viljoen in an attempt to find out why Gordon was arrested, but his efforts are in vain.


			Gordon’s clothing is returned to Emily, who finds traces of dried blood and three broken teeth in the material. Another man who was detained at the same time as Gordon says that when he saw him, Gordon was unable to walk or talk properly, and that his face seemed to be swollen as a result of multiple beatings.


			Gordon’s lawyer manages to gather enough eyewitness accounts to build a viable case, but at the hearing, the witnesses who testify on behalf of the Special Branch persuade the judge not to give a final verdict. A fortnight later, the news breaks that Gordon is dead.


			A suspicious death


			Ben goes to a predominantly black neighbourhood to examine Gordon’s body, accompanied by Stanley, a friend of the Ngubenes. Although Gordon’s corpse is dressed in fine clothes, when Ben examines the body itself, he discovers that it is emaciated and covered in poorly disguised wounds.


			During the investigation, all the evidence that Gordon was tortured to death is judged to be unfounded and insufficient. His death is therefore ruled to have been a suicide by hanging, and all claims that it was caused by negligence or mistreatment are dismissed. At the end of the hearing, Ben meets a journalist called Melanie Bruwer, while an officer from the Special Branch called Stolz searches his home and confiscates his notes about the start of his private investigation, as well as some letters and personal journals.
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