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			Michael Morpurgo


			English author


			

					Born in London in 1943


					
Notable works:
	
War Horse (1982), novel


	
Arthur, High King of Britain (1994), novel


	
Kensuke’s Kingdom (1999), novel







			


			Michael Morpurgo is an English author who was born in London in 1943. Trained as a teacher, he began writing his first novels for his pupils. Over 40 works, primarily children’s books, would later be published and win numerous prizes: the most famous are War Horse (1982), Kensuke’s Kingdom (1999) and Private Peaceful (2003). Several of his works have been adapted for the stage or screen.


		




		

			War Horse


			An original story


			

					
Genre: historical children’s novel


					
Reference edition: Morpurgo, M. (2006) War Horse. London: Egmont.


					
First edition: 1982


					
Themes: World War I, friendship, trust, soldiers, horses, bravery


			


			War Horse was published in 1982. The story, set in World War I, has the original characteristic of being narrated in the first person through the eyes of a horse named Joey. Through his adventures, a vision of conflict emerges where divisions disappear, where soldiers are just men like the others, and where friendship and trust become fundamental values. The novel, which was specially republished in France, Germany and the UK for the 90th anniversary of the conflict, was adapted for cinema by Steven Spielberg in 2012.


		




		

			Summary


			An unusual friendship


			Albert Narracott lives on a small farm in Devon, England with his parents. One day, to defy a rival farm, his father buys a young red horse. Although protected by Zoey, the family’s old grey mare, the new arrival suffers only abuse at the hands of his new owner. He does, however, befriend Albert, who names him Joey. To stop his father selling him after being bucked, Albert promises to break in and train the animal to work in the fields so that he becomes profitable. During this time, the two friends become inseparable: this bond will change their lives forever.


			However, World War I and its consequences are soon felt: his father lacks the money to afford the mortgage repayments of his farm. To get out of this, he secretly sells Joey to the British army. When he hears about this, Albert wants to join the cavalry to stay with his friend, but he is too young. He is promised that his horse will be treated well and the young man swears to his horse that he will find him again one day, a promise that he will fulfil when he can finally join the army. Joey gets ready for his exceptional vocation to be a war horse, a duty he will accomplish courageously, even in the most arduous moments.
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